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class locomotive, the specifications for
which were also altered, and I understand
that the manufacturers were not at all
pleased when the alteration was made. I1
have been informed that the Chief
Mechanical Engineer has introduced an
improved fire-box to burn Collie coal and
that the improvements he has effected will
save 10 per cent. in the coal consumption.
I believe that he has other suggestions to
make that will prove of benefit to the
system.

I am glad that this officer has adopted
the policy of conferring with the men who
work under him. I know that firemen
approached his predecessor on various oc-
casions and were asked, "Who are you?"
The reply was, "I am the fireman on such
and such an engine and I want to speak
to you." He was then told, "I do not
speak to firemen." An engineer in such
a responsible position should take into
consideration any suggestions that the
men in his department have to offer. I
can appreciate any man's being given a
certain job and his remarking that a
better way to do it would be so and so.
If I could agree with him I would do so,
but if I thought he was wrong. I should
consider it only right to explain the reason
why. I think that is what will happen in
the Railway Department in the future. I
hope the Minister will consider the sug-
gestions I have made and wfil endeavour
to have the work that I have outlined put
in hand.

On motion by Hon.
adjourned.

H. Hearn, debate

Rouse adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WATERSIDE WORKERS.
As to Police Search.

Ron, J. 13. SIJEEMAkN asked the Minis-
ter for Police:

(1) Is he aware that the Police Depart-
ment carried out a mass search of all
waterfront workers as they left the
wharves on Friday, the 28th July?2

(2) If so, with what result?
(3) Is it his intention to allow wharf

workers to be humiliated in this way In
the future?

The MINISTER replied:
(1), (2) and (3) There has been an in-

crease of pillaging of cargo at Premantle
recently, and complaints have been made
to the police in this connection.
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On the 28th July last, the officer-in-
charge of police at Fremantle considered
it was advisable to request all persons, in-
cluding Customs officers, ships' officers,
seamen and members of the Wharf Lab-
ourers' Union, to permit the inspection of
any case or other container carried by
them when leaving the wharf. No stolen
goods were found on that occasion, al-
though two days previously stolen goods
were found to be in the possession of a
member of the Wharf Labourers' Union
upon inspection of the container carried
by him when leaving the wharf.

The administration of prevention of
crime is in the hands of the Commissioner
of Police, and it is not intended to inter-
fere with his administration.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL.
As to Road Accident Patients.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the minis-
ter for Health:

How many road accident patients have
been admitted to the Royal Perth Hos-
pital per week for the last six months?

The MINISTER replied:
The information desired by the hon.

member is as follows:-
Road Accident Figures

6/8/50.

Week,
Commencing

6/2/50
13/2/50
20/2/50
27/2/50
6/3/50

13/3/50
20/3/50
27/3/50
3/4/50

10/4/50
17/4/50
24/4/50
3 1/4/50

8/5/50
15/5/50
22 /5/50
29/5/50

5/6/50
12/6/50
19/6/50
26/6/50
3/7/50

10/7/50
17/7/50
24/7/50
31/7/50

Week.
Ending.
12/2/50
19/2/50
26/2/50
5/3/50

12/3/50
19/3/50
26/3/30

2/4/50
9/4/50

16/4/50
23/4/50
3 0/4/50
7/5/50

14/5/50
21/5/50
28/5/50
4/6/50

11/6/50
18/6/SO
25/6/50

2/7/50
WIN5

16/7/50
23n150
30/7/50

6/8/50

Totals for six months..

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to "AS.G ......VP"
Locomotives.

Mr. STYANTS asked theD
senting the Minister forF

(1) How many "A.S.G."
available for main line wor
June, 1950?

from 6/2/50 to

No.
Received

into
Casualty.

35
32
22
34
40
25
24
34
21
40
27
29
10
31
34
28
23
30
44
39
27
34
22
41

NO.
Admtted
to Wards

from
Casualty.

is
9

18
12
19
19
12
17
14
18
11
17

13
15
12
10
19
28
11
10
19
12
18

(2) How many had been available for
main line work continuously for the three
months immediately prior to that date?

(3) What was the average number, each
month, available for main line work for
the year ended the 30th June, 1950?

(4) What was the average total mileage
run by each "A.B.C." engine during the
year ended the 30th June, 1950?

(5) What was the average total mileage
run by "VP" and "PR" class engines, re-
spectively, for the same period?

(6) How many "A.B.C." engines have-
(a) knocked out the steam chest

cover;
(b) knocked the cylinder end out;
(c) broken the chassis framing;
(d) bent or broken the driving rod?

(7) How many of the above engines
have failed more than once for any of
the above causes?

(8) Have these engines been paid for
yet?

(9) If so, what amount has been paid?
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-

plied:
(1) Eleven.
(2) Seven average.
(3) Twelve.
(4) 14,821.
(5) "U,' 35,255; "P,'

29,665.
(6) (a) Six.

(b) Nineteen.
(c) Twenity-three.
(d) Sixteen.

(7)
(8)
(9)

Nineteen.
Yes.
E256.927.

29,924'"PR,"

In the typescript of the question the letter
'" appears, but there is no V-class engine.
It was assumed that "U' was Intended and
the question was answered accordingly.

Mr. Styants: That is right.

(b) As to Payment for "A.S.G."
Locomotives.

35 11 Mr. STYANTS (without notice) asked
29 12 the Minister representing the Minister for

797 373 Railways:
Arising out of a question asked by me

today, relating to the payment for "A.S.G."
engines, was the payment for those par-

and "PR" ticular locomotives made in the usual man-
and "PR" ner and from the usual source-from Loan

Fund-or was it made from revenue re-
Ainister repre- ceived?
tafiways: The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
engines were plied:

k on the 30th I have not the information at hand, but
it can be obtained.
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(c) As to Demotion of New Australian.
Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Immigration:
(1) Is he aware that a new Australian

was promoted to a semi-skilled job requir-
ing payment of a margin above the basic
wage at the Midland Junction Workshops
recently, and then reduced back to a lab-
ourer on the ground that new Australians
could not be employed at workshops other
than as labourers?9

(2) Is he aware that such a restriction
is not placed on new Australians by pri-
vate firms, many of whom are paying sub-
stantial margins?

(3) Will he confer with the Minister for
Railways with a view to having the present
unjust restriction removed?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. The worker in question was

employed In the Railway Stores Branch at
Midland Junction as a labourer. He was
then transferred to the Chief Mechanical
Engineer as an electrical installer at the
Midland Junction Workshops. The Amal-
gamated Engineering Union raised an ob-
jection and pointed out that the man did
not have a Certificate of Recognition under
the Tradesmen's Rights Regulations Act,
1946, and, in view of this, the management
agreed to the union's demand for the man
to be taken off that work, and he was
demoted to a labourer.

(2) No. I take it that the unions would
not agree under similar conditions.

(3) In view of the answer to No. (1I). I
do not consider a conference necessary.

(d) As to New Australian Concerned.
Mr. BRADY (without notice) asked the

Minister for Immigration:
Is he aware that in regard to the previ-

ous question he has made inquiries along
the wrong lines? The man concerned was
employed in the coppersmith's shop and
was a coppersmith's assistant, and not an
electrical fitter.

The MINISTER replied:
I was not aware of that. I will make

further inquiries.

(e) As to Explosives Railed to Eastern
Gold fields.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

What was the quantity of explosives
railed to the Eastern Goldfields, Including
and in between Mt. Sir Samuel, Laverton
and Norseman, for the year ended the
30th June, 1950?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
MINES replied:

For the year ended the 30th June, 1950,
41,641 cases of explosives were railed to
the Eastern Goldfields, including and in
between mt. Sir Samuel, Laverton and
Norseman.

WI As to Condition of "PM" Locomotive
Boiler.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

(I) Is it a fact that boilers received
for the new "PM" class engines are con-
sidered to be below the usual standard of
similar work received from England?

(2) Is it correct that some of them had
as many as seven defects which had to
be corrected as far as possible before the
engines were put into service? t

(3) Is it correct that as high as 75 per
cent. of the crown stays leaked when boil-
ers were being tested, and that they bad
to be stay jointed with asbestos string and
white lead to make them watertight?

(4) Were the specifications supplied to
the North British Locomotive Co. re the
building of these boilers adhered to9

(5) In view of the large amount of un-
satisfactory work incorporated in these
boilers, has the Government made applica-
tion to the makers for a reduction in the
price agreed to when tenders were ac-
cepted?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) No.
(2) Minor defects which could be ex-

pected as a normal consequence of ocean
transit had to receive attention.

(3) No. A number of crown stays was
found leaking on three boilers which had
passed through exacting tests at the mak-
er's works.

(4) Yes.
(5) In view of cost of minor alteration

averaging only £36 per boiler for defects
considered due to cargo movement in
transit, no claim is being made on the
makers.

NATIVE AFFAIRS.

(a) As to Lease of Udialla Station.

Hon. A. A. MW. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Lands:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers relating to the lease of the
property known as Udialla in West Kim-
berley?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes.

65) As to Sale of Udialla Sheep.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers relating to the sale of the sheep
from the Udialla native institution?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes.
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ROADS.

As to Esperanee-Ravensthorpe Section.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is he aware that the road between
Esperance and Ravensthorpe is danger-
ously untrafficable for motor travelling In
the summer time unless the driver is
highly experienced in straddling sandy
roads, otherwise he would get badly
bogged in sand, and probably perish 50 or
60 miles from Esperance or Ravensthorpe?

(2) Is it the Intention of the Main Roads
Board to make that road safe for traffic
as promised?

The MIINISTER replied:
(1) The Minister for Works is aware of

the condition of the Esperance-Ravens-
thorpe-road, most of which is only a sand
track.

(2) Arrangements have already been
made for improvement works to be put in
hand from funds previously authorised.
Some additional financial provision will be
made this year.

Approved works will be commenced early
in September by the Esperance Road
Board on the eastern portion, and by the
Main RoDads Department gang in the
Phillips River Road Board area.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

As to Plant Purchases and Assistance.

mr. NALDER asked the Minister for
Works:

(I) What amount of money has been
set aside for plant pools and assistance
to local authorities for purchase of plant?

(2) What amount has been actually
spent on plant?

(3) What amount has been given to
local authorities as assistance for purchase
of plant?

(4) List of pieces of equipment pur-
chased for pools?

(5) Present approximate location of each
such piece of equipment?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Plant pools, £162,000; direct assist-

ance to local authorities, £18,000; total,
£180,000.

(2) Plant pools. £10,650; direct assist-
ance to local authorities, £12,900; total,
£;23,550.
* (3) Assistance is only paid to local
authorities in recoup of expenditure on
plant actually made by them.

Assistance authorised but no claims pre-
sented. £3,100; unaflotted, £2,000; already
paid, £12,900; total, £18,000.

(4) Four medium graders, one pneu-
matic-tyred multi-wheeled roller.

(5) Medium graders--one Lakes district
(Lake Grace-Phillips River area).* one
East Kimberley (Wyndham), one West
Kimberley, one awaiting shipment to
Hall's Creek area. Pneumatic-tyred roller
-one East Kimberley.

CEMENT.
As to Government Grinding Equipment.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for industrial Development:

(1) On what date was the offer to pur-
chase the complete milling unit from
Wiluna made on behalf of the Govern-
ment?

(2) On what date 'was the machinery
made available to the Swan Portland
Cement Company?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) On the 7th September, 1949.
(2) installation of plant was completed

about the end of May. 1950. Since then,
tests have been carried out by the Swan
Portland Cement Company in conjunction
with the Public Works Department, but
because of the need to correct various de-
fects in this plant, this has not yet been
taken over by the company for continuous
operation.

TOWN PLANNING.
As to Metro politan Regional Plan.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Chief Sec-
retary:

(1) Is the completion of the Metropoli-
tan Regional Plan dependent on the
town planning schemes of local authori-
ties, including those of the cities of Perth
and Fremantle?

(2) If so, what steps are being taken to
expedite the completion of those plans?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) In regard to local authorities other

than the cities of Perth and Fremantle,
"no." When the two cities have submitted
to me their proposals regarding zoning
and main road approaches to and through
the cities, as required by the Act and re-
gulations, the regional plan can be com-
pleted.

(2) Short of serving a formal legal order
on the two cities in question (which ac-
tion is not desirable at this juncture, nor
would it be co-operative), I have no
power to expedite, or compel, the comple-
tion of a scheme.

HEALTH.
As to Council's Recommendations.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minis-
ter for Health:

How many, if any of the recommenda-
tions or resolutions made by the State
Health Council from the 23rd September,
1949, to the 25th June, 1950, inclusive,
have been implemented?
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The AMSTER replied:
Nine.

EDUCATION.

As to Purchase ol Duplicators.

Mr. BRADlY asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:-

Does the Government propose to sub-
sidise the purchase by Parents and Citi-
zens' Associations of duplicators for
schools in the current year?

The MINISTER replied:
No.

DAIRYfIG INDUSTRY.
As to Grant for Research, Advertising, etc.

Mr. HOAR asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is any grant of money made to the
dairying industry for research, advertising,
etc.?

(2) If so, who makes the grant--State
or Commonwealth-and what is Western
Australia's share?

(3) Who controls the expenditure of
this money, and is the dairy section of
the Farmers' Union consulted?

(4) What is the purpose of this grant,
and are satisfying results being achieved?

(5) How much money was spent in this
State for the year ended the 30th June,
1950, and in what manner?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No. A Commonwealth grant of
£250,000 is made yearly to the States,
commencing as from the 1st July, 1948,
for a period of five years. Expenditure on
research is not allowable under the terms
of the grant.

(2) The Commonwealth makes the
grant. Western Australia's share was
£14,500 in the first year and is £18,125 in
each of the remaining years.

(3) Department of Agriculture. Projects
are approved by the Commonwealth and
expenditure is subject to Commonwealth
audit. Close liaison is maintained with
the dairy section of the Farmers' Union.

(4) The purpose of the grant is to en-
courage the application of existing know-
ledge, in promoting improved farm prac-
tices and stimulating production in the
dairying industry. Satisfactory results
have been achieved to date.

(5) The total expenditure for the year
ended the 30th June, 1950, was £18,225
under such headings as--

Herd improvement Scheme.
Pasture Demonstrations.
Demonstration Farms.
Film Unit.
Organising and Supervisory Staff and

Wan Sheets.

HOUSING COMMISSION.

As to Anpointment of Mr. L. F. Barry.

Mr. MAY asked the Honorary Minister
for Housing:

Will he advise regarding the appoint-
ment of Mr. L. F. Barry as Production
Liaison Officer-

(I) Were applications called to MIl the
position?

(2) If so, how many applications were
received?

(3) It applications were not called, was
the position offered to the ex-member for
Bunbury, Mr. J. Murray?

(4) What qualifications does the present
occupant of the position possess in relation
to the duties connected with the position?

(5) Who recommended the present oc-
cupant of this position to the Government?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) No.
(4) He possesses the experience, initia-

tive and drive necessary to carry out duties
assigned to him.

(5) The Honorary Minister for Housing.

CHANDLER ALUNITE WORKS.

As to Removal of Plaster of Paris.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment:

On the 9th August I asked the Minister
certain questions about the unauthorised
removal of plaster of paris from the State
Alunite Works at Chandler. The Minister
replied that there was no record of it in
the office, and undertook to make inquiries
at Chandler. Has he made those inquiries?

The MINISTER replied:
I expected to receive a report on the

matter today, but it did not arrive. When
it is received, I will make it available.

PREMIERS' CONFERENCE.

(a) As to Agenda Items.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

As he intends shortly to leave for a
Premiers' Conference in Canberra, I ask
the Premier has he received the agenda
to be considered by Premiers and, if so,
is he in a position to make public the
items contained in that agenda?

The PREMIER replied:
Some items of the agenda for the Pre-

miers' Conference have been received, but
I think the publishing of such Items
should be left to the Prime Minister,
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(b) As to Announcement by Prime
Minister.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

Pursuant to that question, I now ask
the Premier the following:-

Since many matters vital to Western
Australia will be discussed at the Pre-
miers' Conference, will he endeavour to
have an announcement made, through the
Prime Minister, of the matters for con-
sideration at the impending Premiers'
Conference?

The PREMIER replied:
I am prepared to ask the Prime Minis-

ter whether he will give publicity to the
items on the agenda.

MEAT.
As to Blaclcmarketing.

lion. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

In view of the report of Mr. W. S. Kelly
in connection with the meat trade in
Western Australia, and especially that por-
tion of the report dealing with the exist-
enice of extensive black marketing, does the
Premier intend to call upon the Minister
for Prices to resign his portfolio, or, alter-
natively, does he intend to transfer that
portfolio to some other Minister?

The PREMIER replied:
The answer to both questions is "NO."

ADDRESS-I1N-REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the 10th August.

MR. GRAYDEN (Nedlands) [4.50]: 1
believe it is customary for members who
speak to the Address-in-reply debate to
congratulate You, Sir, upon your re-elec-
tion to your high office, but in tendering
my congratulations I do so not only be-
cause it Is customary but also because I
believe you will uphold and maintain the
dignity and tradition associated with your
position. I also congratulate the Chair-
man of Committees upon his re-election.

I think it only fit and proper that I
should take this opportunity of paying a.
tribute to my predecessor in the Nedlands
seat. Sir Norbert Keenan. He is a man
of high principles, whose mind was big
enough and whose heart stout enough to
translate his principles into action, and he
was known and respected by every member
of this Parliament. He has rendered great
service to the people of Nedlands and this
State. I think the Government should
further recognise his great contribution to
the advancement and welfare of this State
and its people. For my own part, I know
of no better example to follow during my
political life than that of Sir Norbert
Keenan.

It is often the custom during this debate
for members to deal with problems peculiar
to their own electorates. I do not intend
to follow this practice. There are many
problems affecting the State as a whole
which are far more vital to the welfare of
the people of Nedlands than some purely
local problems, and I think that the inter-
ests of my electors are best served by con-
centrating on these vital problems.

Apart from the international situation,.
the gravest threat to this State today is.
the appreciation of the Australian pound.
I believe this Government should strongly
represent to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment the dangers that appreciation would
have for Western Australia. The great
bulk of this State's economy is centred
around the pastoral, agricultural, dairy-
ing and mining industries and anything
that damages these industries affects al-
most every person in this State, for almost
all of us are dependent directly or in-
directly upon those industries.

If the Australian pound is appreciated
to parity with sterling it will mean a tre-
mendous cut in the incomes of those
directly engaged in the export industries.
It could also mean that our newly-estab-
lished manufacturing industries would be
exposed to a blast of oversen competition.
For Instance, do you think, Mr. Speaker.
that the Chamberlain tractor factory
would be able to compete with imported
tractors whose landed costs would be cut
by 20 per cent.? Would our dairying in-
dustry be strong enough to carry on with
a 20) per cent, drop in Its export incomc?'
Our wool and wheat Industries could, per-
haps, carry on satisfactorily even with
appreciation, but who will guarantee that
the present high prices of wool and wheat
wrnl continue for more than a couple of
years? Appreciation would, at first glance,
benefit all our importers as they could sell
their goods at a lower price and so achieve
a larger turnover. But is this necessarily
so?

Take the motor industry, for instance!
At present It is enjoying a record turn-
over of new vehicles. Most of those cars
and trucks are being sold in the country.
If those who live on the land have their
incomes severely cut, will they be able to
afford so many new vehicles, even at a
lower price? It must be remembered that
the cut in the net income Of, Say, a wheat
farmer will be more than 20 per cent. For
the purposes of illustration, let me assume
that it costs the farmer 8s. to produce a
bushel of wheat which sells today at, say
15s. If his cost of production remains
the same, his net income on these purely
hypothetical figures would be cut by al-
most 43 per cent. by appreciation to

. parity with sterling.

It must always follow that, provided his
production costs remain the same, the cut
in his net income would exceed 20 per
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cent. if the Australian pound were appre-
ciated as I have indicated. Of course, to
some extent, his cost of production would
tend to f all. mhe cast of his tractors,
trucks, cars, petrol and oil would probably
be appreciably lower. But might not the
tariff rate on the cars, trucks and tractors,
be increased to protect our newly-estab-
lished or coming industries? The farmer's
freight charges would not be lowered,
the cost of his super. would not be
lowered, and it is unlikely that the cost of
the labour he employs would be lowered;
so that it could not be expected that his
cost of production would be lowered pro-
portionately.

I should say the appreciation of the
Australian pound to parity with sterling
would mean at least a 25 per cent. cut in
the net income of .the wheat farmer, the
dairyman and the pastoralist. The advo-
cates of appreciation claim that it will re-
duce the cost of living. Insofar as they
say it would reduce the inflationary pres-
sure of our export income they are on
safe ground, but there are other less dis-
ruptive ways of overcoming that diffi-
culty. However, appreciation could not be
expected to reduce directly the price of
many commodities that are and must be
included in the budget of the average
working man. To be sure, barring tariff
increases, the price of all imported com-
modities would be lower. But how many
imported commodities are included in the
"C" series index? There are none! There
are not even many articles manufactured
from imported materials in the "C" series
index.

Now, the basic wages of Australia are
determined largely on the capacity of in-
dustry to pay and the cost of items that
are included in the "C" series index. In
the event of appreciation our manufactur-
ing industries would be faced with much
heavier oversea competition and, with the
cuts in the incomes of the primary pro-
ducers curtailing the home market, it is
doubtful whether the industries' present
prosperous condition, and thus their
capacity to pay, could long continue.
On the other hand, there would be little
direct decrease in the items of the "C"
series index. There is a possibility that
the basic wage would be lowered to some
extent, though that would be at the grave
risk of creating unemployment.

Heavily as appreciation would hit
the dairying, Pastoral and wheatgrow-
Ing industries, a heavier blow would
fall on the mining industry. indeed, to
goidmining, it would be a death blow.
Let us examine briefly the state of the
goldmining industry today. Although it
received a temporary boost through our
parallel depreciation with sterling last
year, Its costs have caught up with it.
The 1940 production of gold was 16,560
fine ounces less than in 1948. Production
mn the first half of this year was 31,142
fine ounces less than in the first half of

1949, and this with the higher price this
year due to depreciation. As far as gold
is concerned, it is not enough merely to
prevent appreciation. Some positive action
must be taken to improve the position of
the industry. More encouragement should
be given to prospectors, who should re-
ceive an allowance bearing some relation
to present-day costs. There should be
more extensive and intensive geological
surveys.

This State was virtually founded upon
gold. It was gold that caused our popu-
lation to quadruple during the nineties.
It was gold that helped us to shelter from
the economic blizzard of the early thirties.
Gold has long been a cornerstone of this
State's economy. It has produced
£310,000,000 worth of wealth. Excluding
manufacturing, it is still our third largest
industry. We simply cannot afford to have
it destroyed. This Government must con-
tinue to state the case for the goidmining
industry to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in the strongest possible terms. The
Government must also prevail upon the
Commonwealth to lift its legislation which
is retarding the development of other
mineral resources in this State.

For instance, we have the case of man-
ganese, which is being mined at Peak Hill.
Manganese is prevented by Commonwealth
law from being sent out of Australia;
therefore it must be sold in Australia, and
the only purchaser in Australia is the
B.H.P. Ltd.. which pays a price for the
ore far below that which is paid oversea.
This means that Commonwealth legisla-
tion is operating to the very great benefit
of the B.H.P. Ltd., and to the detriment
of this State and the people working the
deposits.

I have dealt with mining today because
I believe it is of tremendous importance
to the State; in fact, I venture to prophesy
that the future of this State will be based
on mining, not only for gold, but also for
all minerals. It will be balanced by a
corresponding increase in our industrial
and agricultural production. I base this
Premise on the fact that the best market
is a home market and, if we exploit our
mineral resources, our home market will
be greatly expanded by a large increase
in our population. Our agricultural and
manufacturing industries will enjoy the
natural advantage of an expanded home
market as compared with Eastern States
and oversca competitors. These industries
would tend to increase step by step with
our mining industry. I do not claim that
mining will show a greater monetary re-
turn than, say, woolgrowing, but I do say
that it will employ, directly and indirectly,
more people, and that its return will be
more evenly distributed. I believe that
mining is of such importance to this State
that the title of Minister for Mines is
almost synonymous with that of Minister
for Industrial Development.
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Let us examine briefly the importance
of our known-and I stress the word
"known" -resources of minerals in the vast
stretch of territory from Hall's Creek to
Ravensthorpe. There we have a wealth
of important minerals and there is un-
doubtedly a far larger reservoir of mineral
wealth as yet undiscovered. We already
know of deposits in this State of the fol-
lowing minerals in large quantities:
Gold, coal, copper, tin, silver-lead, zinc,
iron, manganese, arsenic, antimony, bis-
muth, lithium, beryllium, zirconium, tan-
t-allte, tungsten, feispar. asbestos, mica
and magnesite, and there are others. Some
of these deposits have not yet been ex-
ploited because they lie in areas that have
not been opened up. Some may never be
exploited, but there are many that, with
a little encouragement, will be.

May I in conclusion direct attention,
particularly during the speeches on the
Address-in-reply, of the Government to
some words uttered by the famous Ameri-
can statesman. Benjamin Franklin. who
said-

We must not, in the course of public
office, expect immediate approbation
and immediate grateful acknowledg-
ment of our services, but let us perse-
vere through abuse and even injury.
The internal satisfaction of a good
conscience is always present, and time
will do us justice in the minds of the
people, even of those at present the
most prejudiced against us.

HON. K. NTLSEN (Eyre) [5.9]: With
other members, Mr. Speaker, I desire to
congratulate you on your reappointment
to the Chair. It is a very high position
and I am sure you will fill it as impar-
tially as you did in the past. Notwithstand-
ing my high appraisement of the office,
I would sooner see you on the floor of
the House so that we could hear from
your original mind something of the very
important questions that are affecting not
only Western Australia, but also the whole
world.

I have heard you deal very effectively
with financial problems and I have read
some of the books with which I know you
are well acquainted, books containing mat-
ter that gives much food for thought.
Since you were elevated to the Chair,
however, we have missed such speeches,
and I regret that we are at present de-
prived of the initiative that led you to
bring these matters before the notice of
the people.

The member for Murchison will not now
have your help and co-operation, but will
be playing a lone hand and possibly fight-
ing a losing battle. Perhaps it will not
be a losing battle because financial ar-
rangements are now far in advance of
what they were 30 years ago and we have
examples in other parts of the world
where definite progress has been made,

but full credit has not been given to those
places because of existing financial inter-
ests. However, I hope the time will come
when you will return to the floor of the
Hause and again give us some of those
fine contributions.

The Minister for Lands: You are look-
ing a long way ahead.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am not sure of
that. More likely the Minister is en-
deavouring to see too far ahead from the
angle of his own side. After the present
Government has had another three years
of office, I think Ministers will feel only
too glad to hand over the charge of
affairs to another Wise administration.

I welcome the 10 new members who
have been returned to this House. When
I say 10 new members, I mean 10 who
were not here during the last three years.
There are really eight new members who
have not previously sat in Parliament, and
the other two are the member for Middle
Swan and the member for Darling Range,
who were formerly members, so Parlia-
mient is nothing new to them. However,
it is new to the other eight members, I
am pleased that Bunbury has returned a
member of the same Political complexion
as those who had long represented the dis-
trict until three years ago. We also had
the good fortune to secure the return of
our candidate to the Geraldton seat and,
as I have mentioned, the member for
Middle Swan is with us again. Thus we
made three gains at the last elections.

I intend to deal with matters affecting
my electorate because it is a big one and
a very important part of the state. it is
now known as the electorate of Eyre, I
regret that the name Kanowna has been
discarded because that at one time was
prominently associated with the history of
the Eastern Goldfields. When I repre-
sented Kanowna, my district had an area
of nearly 215,00 square miles, but the area
of the new district of Eyre has been
greatly reduced. I am very grateful to
my electors who returned me with such
a huge majority. I regret having been
compelled, through no fault of mine, to
part with so many good friends in the
areas of Yarn, Linden, Morgans, Laverton,
East Porphyry, Murrin, Wldgiemooltba
and Higginsville, as well as other places,
but, in the circumstances, one cannot have
one's own way. Widgiemooltha and Hig-
ginsville have also been taken out of mny
electorate, and again I am sorry to
lose mny friends there, although they have
been handed over to a very good member
in the representative for Mverredin-Yil-
garn.

The top part of my old electorate has
gone into Murchison which is now a huge
electorate. I think there is only one pro-
vince bigger than it. I do not know how
the member for Murchison is going to get
around and serve his people on his pre-
sent salary. I think it Will cost him that
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amount alone for travelling, if he visits
every part of his electorate once a year.
Thbe Premier might consider giving him
an aeroplane for his work; especially if he
gets his own license. I do feel that the
member for Murchison has a tremendous
task as the electorate is really too big
for one man.

I have previously mentioned the matter
of trying to get some redress for Esper-
ance, a place that is worthy of more re-
cognition than it at present receives. Es-
perance is the foundation of my electorate,
and it is the natural port for a large
hinterland carrying a population of
approximately 40.000 people--or in other
words about 1/14th of the population of
this State. It is a great pleasure resort.
and is especially used by the people from
the Goldfields. It has a wonderful climate,
and the visitors can get good fishing, and
also shooting if they know where to go.
There, too, the Fresh Air League has estab-
lished a sort of hostel where 100 children
can be accommodated during the holidays.
They are taken there from all parts of the
Eastern Goldfields, including the Trans.
line. That amenity is not only educational
to the children, but it brings them to-
gether and gives th'em an opportunity to
enjoy the sea. Children have stayed there
who have never before seen the ocean.

The Fresh Air League establishment
there has given the Goldfields children an
opportunity to have a first class, healthy
holiday; and they have taken advantage
of it. I am not going to say much about
the beauties of Esperance as I have em-
phasised them in this House on many prior
occasions, but I would like to repeat that
the views are wonderful and compare
favourably with those of any other part of
the State. I am hopeful that some mem-
bers will go there and see for themselves
ithe potentialities of Esperanee and its
immediate hinterland. The Railway De-
partment has again decided to allow the
Esperance people to have what they call
the "Esperance Flier." That is a train
which leaves Kalgoorlie at about 6 o'clock
on a Saturday afternoon and arrives at
Esperance early on Sunday morning. It is
a wonderful boon to the Ooldfields people
as well as those of Esperance. The Gov-
ernment has gone even further-this was
promised for many years by the previous
Government-by instituting a diesel
service. The diesel does the journey six
or seven hours quicker than the ordinary
train. The people on the Qoldiltelds and
at Esperance greatly appreciate that con-
cession. I am hopeful that the Grants
Commission will go down to may arta. I
spoke to the Chairman, Mr. Fitzgerald,
and he promised he would go there and
take with him Professor Wood and Mr'Kenneally. I hope that promise will be
carried out.

One of the obstacles as far as Esperance
is concerned is shipping. We want a regu-
lar service, and until we get it the port

cannot be used to full advantage. Esper-
ance is 568 miles nearer to the Eastern
States than is Fremantle and over 500
miles nearer to Grass Patch, 475 miles
nearer to Salmon Gums, 352 miles nearer
to Norseman and 134 miles nearer to Kal-
goorlie than is Fremantle. members can
see the saving in railage that would be
achieved if we could get the whole of our
goods through the port of Esperance-our
natural port. We have a good jetty there.
At low tide there is 37t feet of water, and
we have other facilities such as goods
sheds and railways. What we really
want, and it is very important, is a regular
shipping service whereby the Chamber of
Mines, the Chamber of Commerce, and
others desirous of using their natural port.
could order their goods at regular inter-
vals.

Until we get a service such as I have
mentioned the port of Esperance cannot
be exploited. The waterside workers there
are very proud of their port, and do every-
thing possible to get a quick turni-round.
Their motto is "Work hard and get the
boats away as soon as possible." If we
had the port of Esperance open for traffic,
as it should be, to serve as I have pointed
out, 40.000 persons in this hinterland, the
congestion of traffic at Fremantle would
to a large extent be saved; and that
would also help to prevent the congestion
we are suffering today on our railways.
mhe mileage saved by the railways would
be tremendous so that, in general, it would
be conducive to preventing transport con-
gestion In the State. We preach decen-
tralisation, but do we ever make any real
effort about it? Centralisation is almost
traditional, because that is the basis on
which this State has been developed.

If we only had a reasonable "go" at the
port of Esperance we would, to a large
extent, carry out our platform of decen-
tralisation. The Chamber of mines uses
the port of Esperance. wherever it is pos-
sible, and the Lake View and Star gold
mine has an oil tank there capable of
holding about 2,000,000 gallons of oil. A
tanker unloads directly there, and the oil
is used on the Goldfields. That is a con-
siderable saving to the mines at Kal-
goorlie. It is rumoured that the Vacuum
Oil Company is going to put a depot at
Esperance. If that occurs, it will be very
helpful not only to the Ooldfields people,
but even more so to the farmers because
they will be able to get their oils and Petrol
through Esperance instead of through Fre-
mantle and will save, as a result, hundreds
of miles of railage.

If no oil depot is to be established at
Esperance, I say we should have a flat rate
throughout the State for petrol, tractor
fuel and all other oils. We have a fiat
rate within the metropolitan area, but no-
where else. I feel rather strongly about a
flat rate because it does affect the primary
producers of this State. I have advocated
for quite a time that we should have an



C15 August, 1950.] 1

explosives magazine at Esperance. For
the year ended the 30th June, 1949. 59,711
cases of fracteur were taken from Fre-
mnantle to the Eastern Goldfields; and for
the year ended the 30th June, 1950-1 got
this Information in reply from the Minis-
ter a few minutes ago-there were 41,641
,cases. All that explosive should go through
our natural port. It would save, as far
as Norseman is concerned, 352 miles of
railage. which would be quite important;
and for the Goldfields, generally, it would
maean a saving of 1.34 miles of railage.

I urge upon the Government to give
serious consideration to establishing an
explosives magazine at Esperarice. Our
people are quite justified in being angry
at not being able to use that port for
,explosives and other things, because of
costs. If Esperance cannot have a regu-
lar shipping service, then I suggest we
mnight be able to do something by includ-
ing Albany, Bunbury. Busselton and Es-
perance in a route for one boat. If those
four ports had a regular service, say every
five weeks, it would probably then be eco-
nomnical for some steamship company to
provide the service. There would not be
very much back-loading, although there
would be a certain amount from Bunbury,
at least. The Associated Steamship Own-
ers say they are quite sympathetic towards
such a scheme, but they cannot get the
boats. I am a little doubtful of that be-
cause I think they would sooner concen-
trate on one port, from an economical
point of view, than call into a number of
ports Lo distribute cargo.

Esperance suffers from another great
disability and that is in regard to the town
water scheme. The Minister for Water
Supply might heed my remarks in this
respect. I would like the Minister to go
down and see for himself the necessity
for a town water scheme. At present they
have the railway dam but it is not very
large and it leaks. The population Is in-
creasing and consequently there are times
wvhen water is unavailable ipi the town.

The Minister for Works: What is the
capacity of the railway dam?

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: I do not know, but
the capacity is not great enough to serve
the needs of the railway and to supply
the wants of the township. Therefore, I
invite the Minister for Water Supply to
come down so that he can go into the
matter himself. Also, he may see some of
the other requirements and may approve
of them.

The Esperance Road Board has been
advocating the construction of a decent
road across to Ravensthorpe. This sub-
ject has been cropping up for years and
we have been promised a safe trafficable
track. At present we have only a sand
road and I am hoping that the Minister
will do everything possible to supply us
with a decent road between Ravensthorpe
and Esperance. The reply he gave me in

answer to a question is quite gratifying
and it seems that the Government intends
to do something in that regard. I have
heard so many promises over the years
that I feel rather sceptical but am hoping
that we will soon have our safe traffhcable
road. That Is all we want. Two or three
people nearly lost their lives travelling
along the present road. There were a
Mr. and Mrs. Pinder whose car became
bogged in the sand. They were two days
or more without water and managed to
survive only because they emptied the
radiator of their car. There have also
been other instances similar to that.

I come now to the Esperance D~owns,
or what is usually known as the Esper-
ance Sand Plain. In 1928 a Mr. Helms
was down there and he spoke highly of
this area. Subsequently, a Light Lands
Commission went down in 1938 and the
Commission's report was extremely grati-
fying. Since then various Ministers have
visited the area and recently we had the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture and the
member for Moore. They, too, saw the
possibilities and the potentialities of that
plain. But, nothing much has been done.
I will admit that a Mr. Button is doing
some experimental work and he has
proved, without any doubt, that clover
and Wiminera rye grass can be established
and become of great use. He has merely
thrown in turnips, potatoes and onions
and they have turned out very successful.
Mr. Helms was down there during the
depression period and at the time he was
the manager for the Esperance Pine
Forests. Recently he was over here and
wrote a letter to the editor of "The West
Australian" about the future of that plain.
I will read a few lines of his letter. I
quote-

At intervals over the past 18 years
public attention has been focussed on
the Possibilities of developing the
Esperance plain as a major grazing
project based on intensively developed
pastures. This proposal is not a pro-
duct of wishful thinking for it emerges
from facts established beyond doubt
during 1929-32.

In 1928 Mr. R. G. Stuart. chairman
of directors of Esperanee Pine Forests
Ltd., a shrewd and successful farmer
from the Merredin district, together
with the company's local manager,
conceived the idea of developing the
Esperance plain as a combined graz-
ing and afforestation Project. Large
capital would eventually be required
for such an undertaking, but first of
all it was necessary to test possibilities
and develop technique.

Thirty acres Of average plain
country at White Lake, 11 miles north
of Esperance. was selected as an ex-
perimental area and a three-year
works' Programme laid down 'and car-
ried to completion in 1932. The
technique developed was in line with
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modern trends and rested largely on State. However, in the process a number
thorough eradication of the scrub
vegetation by Ploughing. the gradual
raising of the fertility level with the
aid of superphosphate and various
legumes associated with grasses, and,
at a later stage, heavy grazing with
sheep.

Results during the second and third
years surpassed all expectations and
first-class clover and grass pastures of
various compositions were established,
capable of carrying three to four sheep
an acre. Dr. G. L. Sutton, then
Director of Agriculture, and other
prominent agriculturists took a keen
interest in the experiments. In 1930
the opinion was expressed that a crop
of several acres of blue lupins was
among the finest in the State.

That is all I intend to read but the letter
was written by an experienced agricultur-
1st who is now with the Forests Depart-
ment. I think he Is one of the instructors
at the Australian Forestry School in Can-
berra and is a man with a wide knowledge
of agriculture; nobody could doubt his in-
tegrity. Although I believe that the plain
should have been developed more than it
is, I am sure that the only reason is be-
cause of its isolation. I still feel optimis-
tic, and regard the Esperance land as the
cheapest in the world today when we con-
sider Its wonderful potentialities. There
is an average rainfall of 25 Inches and we
have plenty of surface water. When I say
"surface water" T mean good, fresh water
at a shallow depth. However, the present
Government has established an experi-
mental farm on the plain and I am now
looking forward to the field day to see
exactly what has been done. In years to
come, when I1 am too old to be in this
House, I am sure there will be butter fac-
tories and freezing works at Esperance. 'If
I were a young man today I would have
no hesitation in taking up land on the
Esperance plain.

We also have vermiculite and graphite,
two very important minerals. They have
not been developed but probably the
reason is because of their distance from
the centre of the State. A very hard battle
has been fought down in the malice coun-
try and a number of the settlers have been
forced to leave. Those who are down
there now have worked hard and though
they have become older they are more or
less prosperous. The farmers in the areas
of Scaddan, Truslove, Grass Patch. Red
Lake, Circle Valley and Salmon Gums, and
even as far as Kuniarl, are doing fairly
well and today they have their tractors
and their motorcars.

I have heard it said in this House that
money has been lost in the Esperance area
-that is in the malice country, I say
that money has not been lost: today the
settlers are producing real wealth which
is necessary for the carrying on of this

of the men who went down there in the
early days have lost their money and have
grown older in the process of develop-
ment. I have also heard it said that the
Group Settlement Scheme was a waste of
money but that is not so. People are
back there again producing all that we
really require to eat and the same thing
applies in the mallee country. In the
malice areas they have a good solid foun-
dation and with the spending of a few
pounds, and the perseverance of settlers,
it is proving a wonderful country.

The Agricultural Bank people were very
reluctant to go down to those areas in the
early days. However, when Mr. McCallum
became the Chairman of Commissioners
he was worried about the position and
gave the settlers all the help possible. Mr.
Donovan followed and later on Mr.
Erownlie. Today we have Mr. Bosisto as
chairman of the Rural and Industries
Bank, and the State should be grateful to
these men for the optimism they dis-
played in carrying on the district and ul-
timiately allowing it to win through. I
wish to pay a special tribute to Mr.
Brownlle. When most of the farmers were
depressed and ready to leave, he went
down there and organised meetings and
persuaded them to stay on. He helped
in every way possible and today the
settlers in the district feel grateful to him
for his patience. Mr. Brownlie had the
backing of Mr. Abey, one of his colleagues
on the Commission and to all these Com-
missioners of the Agricultural Bank-now
the Rural and Industries Bank-we say
"Thank you" for all the assistance and pa-
tience they have shown in placing the
area on its feet.

The Agricultural Department has also
played a big part in the development. Mr.
Thomas went down there in 1926 and a
research station was established at Sal-
mon Gums. If that research station had
not been set up I am sure that there would
have been very few people in the district
today. The people were told that the re-
search station belonged to them, and to go
along and learn all they could from the
experiments conducted by the officers of
the department. Mr. Murray was very
optimistic with regard to sheep in the dis-
trict, and he said years ago that in time to
come that section of the State would carry
from 40,000 to 60,000 sheep. His prediction
has proved true, and today the sheep popu-
lation has greatly increased while the wool
position is very satisfactory. The develop-
ment of the maliee country is now on a
sound basis and will prove profitable to
the State in the Production of real wealth
that is so urgently needed throughout the
world. I appeal to the Government, how-
ever. to give more consideration to the
question of water Supplies. During the
year, the Water Supply Department has
cleaned out only two dams, and I think
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much more should have been done in
connection. A Splendid opportunity
offering this year, because the dams
dry and the silt could easily have
removed; but the department dealt
only two dams.

that
was

were
been
with

Hon. A. H. Panton: A damn poor job!
Hon. E. NULSEN: As the member for

Leederville said-
Mr. Yates: He would not know.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I hope the Minister
will give consideration to this important
aspect in the future and see that in the dry
season the dams are cleaned out. In that
part of the State, water is of the utmost
importance and without it nothing can be
done. The railway dam at Salmon Gums
contained between 6ft. and 8ft. of silt. The
dam was dry for the first time that I can
remember, but it was not cleaned out. On
the other hand, the Railway Department
was hauling water from Norseman to
Salmon Gums, and that water had to be
brought all the way from Mundaring Weir.
However, no steps were taken to clean out
the railway dam. Today, it contains aft.
or 9ft. of water, and possibly 7ft. of silt.
The catchment area is not in good order,
and it takes two inches of rain to get a
run into the dam. On the other hand.
if the 10 acres of catchment area were
bituminised, the dam would never be
empty. It has a capacity of 4,000,000
gallons and is covered, and the catchment
is eminently suitable. I know that to treat
the catchment area with bitumen would
cost a lot of money.

The Minister for Works: It would cost
£1,000 an acre.

Hon. E. NtJLSEN: We should do every-
thing possible to keep the dams in the
area in proper order and see to it when
the opportunity occurred that the dams
were cleaned out. In my opinion, every
farmer should have a key damn.

The Minister for Works: Hear, hear!

Hon. E. NULSEN: It should be of an
adequate capacity and be covered and the
farmer should also be supplied with a tank
and a windmill. If that provision were
made, there would be no water shortage at
all. I suggest to the Minister the possi-
bility of providing those facilities and the
farmer should have 25 Years within which
to pay off the cost, free of interest.

The Minister for Works: I think It would
be a good idea, when we have the money.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I know the Minister
has plenty of money and the Treasurer
does not know what to do with the funds
he has. I believe that if the Minister
gives consideration to my suggestion. he
will recognise the importance of the pro-
ject. There is another aspect regarding
the cleaning out of dams.

The Minister for Works: I wonder
whether you were as liberal with hos-
pitals when you were Minister f or Health,
as you suggest I should be regarding dams.

Hon. E. NULSEN: When I was Minister
for Health there was a war on and I did
not have much opportunity. Now the
Minister has the money.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: But no labour
and no materials!

Hon. E. NULSEN: Something should
certainly be done now when plenty of
money is available.

Mr. Hoar: Where do you get these ideas
from?9

Hon. E. NULSEN: If kbe Minister were
to give effect to my proposal, it would be
of advantage to the State, because water
is such an important commodity in West-
ern Australia. If each farmer had a key
dam, a windmill and a tank, there would
be no water problem on any farm within
the State today. Money should be no
hindrance to the scheme. If the money
were wisely used, we could spend
£100,000,000 on the provision of water
supplies in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: Just wait a
minute until the Treasurer comes in!

Hon. E. NULSEN: By expending that
money, the resultant production of wealth
would amply warrant the step.

The Minister for Works: I agree with
you in principle.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Norseman is at pre-
sent a very prosperous town but only be-
cause the Western Mining Corporation
took up various reserves there and has
developed the properties. Were it not for
that fact, there would be no Norseman to-
day. The company would not proceed
with its projects unless a water supply
was provided. At that time, the depart-
ment investigated the position and turned
the proposal down. Thanks to the late Mr.
Philip Collier, that decision was reversed
and a water scheme was put in. As a
result, instead of a population of 100, we
have 3,000 people there, and the prospects
are that in a year or two the population
will be approaching 5,000. The Honorary
Minister for Housing had experience at
Norseman in its prosperous era, and even
today that centre has a greater future
than any other mining area, apart from
the Golden Mile. The people there are
paying as much as 10s. per thousand gal-
lons for water.

Mr. J. Hegney: Has the extension of the
water supply Justified itself?

Hon. E. NULSEN: I have already
pointed out the increased development of
mining in consequence of the provision
of water supplies.

Mr. J. Hegney: I suppose it cast some-
thing like £60,000.
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Hon. E. NtILSEN: It cost about £152,000 one working harmoniously to promote the
to put the complete scheme through, but
that expenditure has already been more
than repaid through increased production.
The Norseman district has produced
£10,000,000 worth of gold, and it will prob-
ably produce another £10,000,000 worth in
the future.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: But Norseman
does not produce only gold; it produces
pyrites.

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: It has the best known
deposit of pyrites in Western Australia.
The road between Norseman and Cool-
gardie is in very bad condition. A terrific
volume of traffic traverses the road, and
it is almost impossible for the Coolgardie
and Dundas Road Boards to keep it in
order. I met a person who travelled from
Adelaide over the Eyre-hlghway, and he
told me that the worst portion was the
stretch between Norseman and Coolgardie.
Consideration should be given to bituimn-
ising that section. At present, some eight
miles have been dealt with in that way.
but that was done when the member for
Northam was Minister for Works in the
Labour Government. Since then, nothing
more has been undertaken. In view of the
volume of traffic, particularly in the sum-
mer months, the road is very corrugated,
which makes the task of the road boards
concerned the more difficult.

The road from Coolgardie to Norseman
carries more traffic than does the road
from Perth to Kalgoorlie. That em-
phasises the difficulties of the road boards.
I ask the Minister for Works to give
serious consideration to bituminising the
section between Coolgardle and Norseman.
The Dundas Road Board is a very pro-
gressive body and does everything possible
to encourage young people to remain in
the district. With that end in view, it
helps them with regard to various sports..
In the district there is a dam of 3,000,000-
gallon capacity, and, with Government
aid, the local authorities are cleaning out
the damn and later on when it Is again
filled, will use the water on grassing
the recreation ground. The board
has been very helpful with regard to an-
other body in which I have always been
particularly interested, and that is the
fire brigade. In fact, the board is assist-
Ing in every possible direction likely to
encourage Young People to remain, and I
highly commend it for the effort it is
making. The chairman is Mr. Dodd and
the secretary Is Mr. Kerr. In co-operation
with other members of the board, they
are out to help not only Norseman people
but those living in the mallee district gen-
erally.

The position regarding the Norseman
hospital is quite satisfactory, and we are
lucky in having a very fine doctor who
is most popular, and is doing a good job
The secretary of the hospital knows his
task in all its details and is a good mixer.
With his genial disposition, he has every-

interests of the hospital. The mining
conditions in the district are reasonably
good, but the men consider that there
should be a local workmen's inspector who
should be appointed from their own ranks.
The mining district covers a large area
and there is much work to do there. With
only occasional visits from the workmen's
inspector and the inspector of mines from
Kcalgoorlie, the position is not satisfactory.
The men have no complaint against those
inspectors, who are very efficient, but they
desire to have their own local workmen's
inspector. There is ample work for such
an officer to do, and his activities could
include the Higginsville and Widgie-
mooliha areas.

It is up to us to do all we can for the
goldminlng industry. Western Australia
has produced over £300,000,000 worth of
gold and Australia has produced over
£800,000,000 worth. If similar quantities
could be produced in the future the dollar
position would be considerably relieved be-
cause gold can be sold anywhere; there
is no bother about markets. Geologists
from other places survey our great gold-
bearing areas with envious eyes. They
seem to think that Governments have not
done sufficient for the goldmining industry
in this State but I believe that all Gov-
ernments have recognised what the in-
dustry has meant in the establishment of
Western Australia.

In Norseman we have another very im-
portant mineral. I refer to pyrites. It is
said that a deposit exists there that will
last for 50 years at the present rate of
production of superphosphate. The gen-
eral manager of the Norseman Gold Mine
appreciates what all Governments of this
State have done in assisting the com-
pany and also what has been done by the
Commonwealth, but there is a need for
putting the production of pyrites on a
better basis by improving the pyrites plant
at Norseman. If this mineral could be
produced in a refined state it would lead
to a considerable saving In the production
of super.

I have here a report on the proposed
total use of pyrites in the replacement of
brimstone for super. manufacture in West-
ern Australia. I would like to have it in-
corporated in "Hansard," but from what
I1 have learned that cannot be done unless
I read the report. In the Commonwealth
Parliament any reports brought along by
a member can be incorporated In "Han-
sard" by motion but that does not prevail
in this State. This report is very import-
ant, and I think it is only fair to the farm-
ing interests of this State and also from
the point of view of illustrating the won-
derful potentialities of pyrites at Norse-
man, that it should be Printed.

The Minister for Lands: Could we have
it incorporated in "Hansard" by a special
resolution?



[15 August, 1950.1 215

Hon. E. NULSEN: No. unfortunately we
Cannot, according to what I have ascer-
tained. I do not feel like reading it but
I would like to have it published in "Han-
sard."

The Minister for Lands: There Is plenty
of time.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The report is signed
by Mr. P. Charsley, general manager of
Norseman Gold Mines N.L. and reads as
follows:-

The purpose of this report is to
demonstrate the advantages to the
overall economy of Western Australia
which would accrue from the general
utilisation of Norseman pyrite for the
sulphuric acid required in the manu-
facture of superphosphate in this
State.

It is proposed to show that, although
the present extremely difficult dollar
position is a factor which makes the
early total use of pyrite a matter of
national urgency, the eventual savings
which would result from the change-
over from brimstone to pyrite. are
such as to warrant its employment,
apart altogether from international
currency considerations.

A further objective, is the demon-
tration of the difficulty of sustaining
objections to the economic use of pyr-
ite, brought about by examination of
results of its use in plants which, al-
though doubtless operated at maxi-
mum efficiency, are nevertheless out-
dated and, in any case, were not de-
signed for operation with pyritic con-
centrates.

For the sake of clarity, the report is
divided into the following sections:-

1. History of Pyrite Production
at Norseman.

II. Probable Tonnage Require-
ments for Superphosphate In-
dustry.

IfLL Description of Iron King Ore-
body.

TV. Treatment Plant for Production
of Concentrates.

V. Production Costs.
VI. Alterations to Superphosphate

Factories.
VII. Comparison of Costs-Pyrites v.

Brimstone.
VIII. Possible By-products and uses

other than for Superphos-
phate Manufacture.

IX. Summary.

I.-History of Pyrite Production
at Norseman.

Shortly after the outbreak of the
Pacific War, it became apparent that
continuity of suppies of American
brimstone for superphosphate manu-
facture were seriously threatened, not

only due to the danger from enemy
action, but because all available ship-
ping was required for the war effort.

In these circumstances, the Com-
monwealth and State authorities en-
deavoured to locate an alternative raw
material to replace brimstone for sul-
phuric acid manufacture, which could
be produced within the State.

Enquiries were first instituted as to
the possibility of using the flue gases
from the roasters of the gold treat-
ment plants at Kalgoorlie, tfor the
Production of elemental sulphur, but
such a process was found not to be
practicable.

A large pyrrhotite orebody in the
Southern Cross district was then
examined, but after diamond drilling
had been carried out, this source of
supply was also rejected.

The late Dr. B. H. Moore, late Direc-
tor of the Kalgoorlie School of Mines,
then brought to the notice of those
concerned that two diamond drill
holes drilled to test the gold bearing
ironstone formation of the Iron King
Mine, had intersected massive high
grade pyrite at a comparatively shal-
low depth.

Negotiations between the authorities
and the superphosphate companies.
resulted in Norseman Gold Mines N.L.
being asked to institute a diamond
drilling programme to ascertain
whether the deposit indicated by the
earlier drill holes, was of sufficiently
large dimensions to warrant its de-
velopment.

Accordingly, in April. 1942, diamond
drilling was commenced and a total
footage of 4,011 feet from the surface
and 262 feet from underground
workings was drilled. This drilling
revealed a very extensive ore body over

a1 length of 3.000 feet having a com-
paratively high sulphur content and
varying up to 40 feet in width.

In view of the satisfactory results
obtained, underground development
of the ore body commenced in July.
1942, and production of crude ore for
the superphosphate manufacturers in
November. 1942.

Up to this stage, over £6,000 had
been expended and no returns or
assistance from the Commonwealth
had been obtained, despite the fact
that investigation on other deposits
had been at public expense.

flue to decisions being reached
whereby the superphosphate manu-
facturers installed flash roasters to
handle high grade flotation concen-
trates, Norseman Gold Mines N.L.
added flotation equipment to a por-
tion of its gold treatment plant and
Production of flotation concentrates
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was put in hand. This plant com-
menced operations in October, 1943,
and by the end of that month 702
tons of flotation concentrates and
8,403 tons of crude and crushed ore
had been railed to the manufacturers
for a total return of £22,528.

Expenditure to this point totalled
approximately £49,600, exclusive of
depreciation, still without any Com-
monwealth assistance.

It is also necessary to emphasise
that plant valued at least at £100,000
was already in position and no allow-
ance for it is shown in the above
figures.

Three year contracts, to commence
in January, 1944, were then negotiated
with Cuming Smith & Mt. Lyl
Frmers Fertlisers Ltd. and Cresco
Fertilizers (W.A.) Ltd. for the supply
of flotation concentrates and finely
crushed ore.

Unfortunately, the prices agreed
upon in these contracts were below the
costs of production, due to the fact
that, as maximum production was re-
quired at the earliest possible moment,
in view of the national emergency, the
then management had been unable to
develop the ore body to the degree
necessary to calculate its sulphur con-
tent with any degree of certainty, or
to correctly assess treatment costs.

As a result, Norseman Gold Mines
N.L. incurred heavy losses, and were
forced to inform the Commonwealth
authorities of its inability to continue
production at the prices named in the
contract.

In May, 1944, the Commonwealth
then granted an interim subsidy of
15s. per ton of concentrates and Is. 6d.
per ton of crushed ore, pending in-
vestigations to be conducted by them
into the extent of the ore body, and
of the assistance required to enable
continuity of production. In addition,
a lump sum payment of £10,000 was
made in respect of losses incurred to
that date and which far exceeded this
figure, and the company was indemni-
fied against further loss, as an in-
centive to continue production.

In this short history of the under-
taking, it is not intended to deal at
any length with the financial vicissi-
tudes suffered by Horseman Gold
Mines N.L. by reason of the failure
of the Commonwealth authorities to
make good their promises, except to
note that, of a total indemnification
claimed of approximately £171,000,
only £146,000 was paid, despite the
fact that only £20,500 of the amount
claimed represented allowance for de-
pletion of ore reserves and profit
margin. Hence the company suffered
an outright loss of over £10,000 during

the three-year period to December.
1948, when the contracts with the
manufacturers, plus the Common-
wealth's promise of indemnification.
was in operation.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I will continue.
The Premier: Before you commence, I

point out that we had a committee which
spent some considerable time investigat-
ing the use of pyrites, and we now have
its report. I would say the future of the
pyrites industry is bright.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am very anxious
to have this report incorporated in "Han-
sard.- It continues-

As provided in the contracts, Norse-
man Gold Mines N.L. gave the manu-
facturers formal notice of cancella-
tion in December, 1945, and, from
January, 1947, has continued to supply
under verbal agreements at a price
controlled by the price fixing authori-
ties.

Until the State took over price con-
trol on 20th September, 1948, extreme
difficulty was experienced in ob-
taining a reasonable operating basis
from these authorities, despite strong
representations made by State and
Commonwealth Ministers. With State
control, that difficulty has been over-
come, Partly because Norseman Gold
Mines N.L. has been prepared to ac-
cept a very small profit margin in the
interests of the establishment of the
industry on a sound basis.

Since its inception In November,
1942, up to 20th September,. 1949, the
following production figures have been
attained:-

Ore carted from the Iron King
Mine to the treatment plant, 386,146
long tons.

Railed to manufacturers (crude
and crushed ore) 65,927 long tons;
(Concentrates) 146,238 long tons.
Finally it is felt that the history of

the Horseman pyrite undertaking
would not be complete without further
emphasis being made of the following
salient Points:-

(a) Horseman Gold Mines N.L. Pro-
duced the necessary raw material at
very short notice, and in the national
interest, after other sources had been
proved inadequate. Despite this, and
that it was produced considerably
cheaper than the cost of American
brimstone, and in the face of promises
to the contrary, the Company was
forced to incur heavy losses.

(b) Had the company not already
had a treatment Plant, Power house
and other facilities which had cost
£250,000 to instal, production costs
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would have inevitably been much
higher, if it had, indeed, been possible
to procure and erect the necessary
equipment in the time available. In-
cidentally, installation of the same
machinery would Dow be far in excess
of £600,000.

(c) In the interests of the establish-
ment of the industry on a permanent
basis, the company has developed the
property beyond immediate require-
ments and has, at the same time, ac-
cepted a very small margin of profit
on the capital involved.
1.-Probable Tonnage Requirements

for Superphosphate Industry.
Before dealing with the ore re-

serves of the Iron King orebody, it
is first necessary to ascertain the
quantities of ore which it would be
required to mine annually.

It is understood that the yearly
superphosphate requirements of the
State are expected to reach 400,000
tons in the not distant future. This
tonnage would call for 50,000 tons of
brimstone or its equivalent in pyrite,
i.e., 50,000 tons brimstone equals
5,000,000 units of sulphur.

Assuming 85 per cent. extraction in
concentrating ore averaging 25 per
cent. sulphur:-
1 ton Iron King pyrite 21 units suipbur

(approximately)
5.000.000

-tonnage Of Ore required=
21

238.000 tons per annumn

Therefore, it becomes necessary to
show that the orebody is sufficiently
large to maintain an economic pro-
duction of a quarter of a million tons
per year, over a period long enough to
justify the capital expenditure in-
volved both in its development, and
in the establishment of acid plants
depending on It for their raw ma-
terial.

m .Description of Iron King
Orebody.

The pyritic ore bodies comprising
the Iron King Mine occur as a re-
placement -of quartz in a band of
metamorphic sediments, along a
north-south strike, dipping to the
west at 45 degrees, and are bounded
to the west by greenstones. These
greenstones are typical of the rock
type containing the gold quartz reefs
for which the Norseman field is
famous.

At least two major lodes have been
proved In this metamorphic band and
are arranged in echelon, about 200 ft.
apart and, from available informna-
tion appear to have a flat northerly
pitch.

Until the end of 1947, almost aln
develoument work was concentrated
on the southerly of these two lodes,
since its outcrop had already been in-
tensively mined for its gold content
in the oxidised zone. A main vertical
shaft, known as the Campbell Shaft
had been sunk to 457 feet and Nos. 3,
4, and 5 levels driven from it at ver-
tical depths of 194, 268 and 365~ ft.
respectively.

This lode has an average width of
15 ft. to 20 ft. and has provided the
major portion of the ore so far mined.

The No. 5 level was extended to
650 ft. south and 950 ft. north of the
Campbell Shaft within the lode. At
this northerly point, the northern
limit of the lode was reached and the
No. 5 level was then driven to the East
Lode, which had been indicated by
surface diamond drilling in 1942.

The East Lode has now been ex-
tensively prospected, both by under-
ground development and by diamond
drilling from underground openings.
It is now known to be the major ore
occurrence and, at the No. 5 Level,
has been proved for about 2,400 feet,
with an approximate average true
width of 40 ft.

Diamond drill intersections obtained
up to 200ft. below No. 5 level, have
proved the lode to continue strongly
in depth, the deepest intersection
showing a true width of 40 ft. An-
other Intersection gave the pheno-
menal result of 150 ft. true width, but
this is not thought to be typical.

Although the approximate southern
limit of the East Lode Is thought to
occur opposite the northern limits of
the West Lode, there is no indication
as to how far north it continues. Since
it can be traced on the surface for at
least 1000 feet beyond the furthest
north underground intersection, it can
therefore be assumed with reasonable
certainty to extend at least 3,500 ft.

This, together with the proved
length of the West Lode, would give,
on a conservative basis, a total length
along the strike of 5,000) feet, of which
4,000 has already been proved to con-
tain continuous ore, having a true
width at the No. 5 level of 25 ft. - 30oft.

It has also been proved to have at
least maintained this width at an
underlay depth of 450 ft. below the
oxidised zone.

Further, deep workings on other
Parts of the field have shown the pre-
sence of pyrite at depths of over
2,000 ft. vertically, which would cor-
respond to an underlay depth of
3,000 ft.

217
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Based on the above length and
width, the ore which could possibly
be expected for each foot of underlay
depth is. therefore:-

5,000 x 25
________ =12,500 tons
10

'Hence the ore to be expected to
,500 ft. (approximately the present ex-
,plorecl depth) Is--

12,509 x 500 = 6,250,000 tons.
It is assumed necessary to allow 20

per cent. of this to remain in place for
permanent supports in the under-
ground workings, the amount avail-
able for treatment is 5,000,000 tons.

This is sufficient for 20 years super-
Phosphate requirements for the whole
State.

When it is appreciated that there is
no geological reason why the ore
should not extend downwards for
2,000 ft. or more, and laterally for a
much greater distance, it will be seen
that the potentialities of the deposit
are exceedingly good and could pos-
sibly supply the fertiliser industry for
a century.

In addition, there are other iron-
stone lodes in the district of a similar
appearance to the Iron King, which
could also become massive pyrite at
depth.

In this discussion of the possibilities
of the Iron King lodes, it is not in-
tended to infer that the figures quoted
above are proved ore reserves. It is
general mining practice to keep
"proved" and "probable" ore reserves
at from three to five years ahead of
mill requirements. In the case of the
Iron King, Norseman Gold Mines N.Lh
would, in the face of the uncertainty
in regard to the future of the in-
dustry, have been completely justified
in keeping reserves only one to two
years ahead of the treatment plant.

As already noted, however, this has
not been the company's policy, and
at the date of the company's last
annual report, ore reserves wera cal-
culated as follows:-

Proved .... 333,000 long tons
Probable .... 402,000 long- tons

Total 7135,000 long tons

having a grade of not less than 25
per cent. sulphur.

These reserves are calculated on a
conservative basis, representing only
ore that is blocked out or partly
blocked out, in preparation for stop-
Ing. No account whatsoever is taken
of reserves indicated by diamond drill-
lag alone.

The development programme, and
calculation of ore reserves disclosed
by it, has been carried out in con-
stant consultation with the Govern-
ment Geologist (Mr. H. A. Ellis) whose
collaboration and willing co-operation
have been an important factor in the
success achieved by the company, and
whose efforts are acknowledged with
thanks by the management.

1V.-Treatment Plant for Pro-
duction of Concentrates.

Up to the present, all ore mined at
the Iron King is carted three and a
half miles to the main treatment
plant of Norseman Gold Mines N.L.
for crushing and milling.

Since the concentration plant re-
jects approximately half the ore as
tailings, it will be apparent that it
would not be economical to continue
this method indefinitely. As It costs
2s. 6d. per ton to cart the ore, and
five tons of ore are required to pro-
duce the equivalent of one ton of sul-
phur, an additional cost of 12s. 6d.
per ton of sulphur is incurred, which
can and should be eliminated.

In addition, the treatment plant
now being utilised, forms part of the
company's gold treatment plant and
hence was not designed for the bulk
flotation of sulphide ores. Taking this
factor into account, it has operated
with remarkable efficiency.

Treatment research carried out in
the laboratories of the American
Cyanamid Company of New York, to
whom a half ton representative sample
of ore was consigned, proved that the
ore is particularly amenable to gravi-
metric methods of concentration and
tentative designs of a full scale treat-
ment plant embodying these principles
have been made. It is intended that
this plant be erected at the Iron King
Mine.

Although it will be possible to in-
corporate a number of major units
already in use. In the new treatment
plant, and a comparatively small in-
crease in power output will be needed.
it is estimated that the capital cost of
plant and equipment required for
maximum production will approxi-
mate £100,000. This does not allow
for the cost of the development pro-
gramme which would be directed to-
wards increasing ore reserves to a safe
margin above mill requirzmmts and
provide haulage facilities commensur-
ate with the efficient handling of the
large monthly output.

Even so, it is proposed to show that
such expenditure would be more than
justified in its eventual beneficial
effect on the Cost of superphosphate
manufacture.
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I'.-Production Costs.
Whilst the present uncertain eco-

nomic situation makes the forecasting
of future working costs in any indus-
try somewhat difficult, it is safe to say
that any substantial increase in these
costs would be brought about by world
factors which would have a similar
effect on the cost of imported brim-
stone or any other substitute for It.
A study of them will also show there
is a sufficiently large margin to take
into account any such eventualities.

For the purposes of illustration, it
will be assumed that the average grade
of ore mined is 25 per cent. S. and that
an extraction of 85 per cent. Is ob-
tained in producing a concentrate as-
saying 46 per cent. S, Experience has
shown such a basis to be reasonably
conservative.

1 ton of ore gives 21 units S.
i.e. Concentration ratio of ore to

concentrates
= 46/21 = 2.2: 1

Cost of mining one ton
of ore ..

Cost of treating one ton
of ore ... ..I ...

Development redemption
on one ton of ore

Total

s. d.

15 0

7 6

2 6

.... .... 25 0

i.e., cast of producing
one ton of 46 per cent.
S. concentrate = 25s.
x 2.2 .. .. ..

Cost of handling railing,
etc. .. .. ..

Depreciation ..
Profit (5s. per ton of

ore) ... ..

Total

55 0

22 0
4 0

11 0

92 0

i.e. cast of 46 units 8. (P.O.R.1
superphosphate factories = 2s.

i.e. cost of one ton equivalent
sulphur 2s. x 100 = £10.

As already pointed out, changing
conditions make it impossible to
guarantee this figure, but Norseman
Gold Mines N.L. is prepared to enter
into a contract with the superphos-
phate manufacturers or the State
Government, whereby it is prepared to
sell its product at a price below the
ruling cast of Imported brimstone
after due and reasonable allowance has
been made for the extra cost of manu-
facturing sulphuric acid from pyrite.

VI -Al tera Lions to Superhosphate
Factories.

The alterations required to be made-
to the existing superphosphate fac-
tories to enable them to burn pyrite
instead of imported brimstone, remain
the major problem for which a solu-
tion must be sought.

Objections to conversion raised by
the manufacturers concerned can be
briefly summarised as being-

(a Capital cost involved.
(b) Acid production costs using-

pyrite. .
Even before the currency devalua-

tion announced by the Prime Minister,
Norseman Gold Mines N.L. was firmly
convinced, as the result of meticulous
inquiries, that neither objection could'
be sustained. Currency devaluation,
with its affect on the price of imported
brimstone, has now rendered both
arguments against the use of pyrite
untenable.

In substantiation of this contention
are the following facts:-

(a) Capital Cost Involved-This has
been variously stated at a figure vary-
ing between £500,00 and £1,00,000.

Attached to this report are copies.
of correspondence between Norseman
Gold Mines N.L., Chemical Construc-
tion Corporation of New York and
Power-Gas Corporation (Aust.) Ltd.
These letters will show that, to arrive
at the figure contemplated by them,
they must be considering the almost
complete scrapping of their present
acid plants and the substitution of
modern equipment.

Whilst it is fairly obvious that, to
obtain the maximum efficiency at least
some of these plants should have been
scrapped long ago, it hardly seems'
equitable to charge the whole cost.
against the conversion to pyrite burn-
ing.

During the recent war, and despite
shortages of labour and material, the
manufacturers converted one-third of
their total capacity at a cost of uinder
£150,000.

This figure Included the cost of
handling facilities, which would not
need to be duplicated in the factories
concerned If total conversion was en-
tered upon. Since the specific gravity
of pyrite Is more than double that of
brimstone, no extra storage would be
required.

However, allowing that it would cost
£750,000 to convert the remaining fac-
tories, the enormous gain in working
costs would certainly justify the ex-
penditure.

21&
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(bi Acid Production Costs using
Pyrlte.-As it is proposed to deal with
this question more fully in a separate
section of this report, it is only suffi-
cient to answer this objection at this
stage by stating that the expenditure
of the capital envisaged by the manu-
facturers would, as Power-Gas Cor-
poration's letter shows, eliminate the
allegedly excessive costs now being ex-
perienced. These plants, which were
originally designed for brimstone, are
being used for pyrite and do not in-
corporate electrostatic precipitators,
the installation of which would elimin-
ate trouble caused by the handling of
fine concentrates.

Briefly, the manufacturers argue
that a large capital expenditure is re-
quired, and then they base their acid
tests on the experience obtained using
their present plants. Clearly, it is
mnahifestly unfair to the use of pyrite
to sustain both arguments, and obvi-
ously illogical.

VIL-Comparison of Costs: Pyrite
v. Brimstone.

In comparing the two alternative
raw materials, two factors must be
examined. These are--

(a) into works cost in both cases,
and

(b) added cost of using pyrite.
(a) Into Works Cost.-It has been

found somewhat difficult to ascertain
exactly what is the present cost of
imported brimstone, particularly In
view of the recent currency devalua-
tion. Another factor is that, due to
the urgent necessity for the conserva-
tion of dollars, the Prime Minister has
informed Norseman Gold mines N.L.,
through the Hon. H. V. Johnson,
M.H.R., it will be necessary to import
brimstone from "easy C U r r e n c y
sources," which can only mean Sicily.

Copies of this and other relevant
correspondence are attached.

The price of this material was ridi-
culously high even before devaluation
and, in view of the fact that the Ita-
lian lira was not devalued to the same
extent as sterling, will now be even
more so.

The position as to the present price
of imported brimstone is deduced to
be as follows:-

Mid 1948--At source, £5 6s. 4d.;
American/ton freight, etc., £7 7s,
ad.; total. £12 14s.

End 1948--At source, £6 17s, 6d.;
American/ton freight, etc., £ 7Is.
ad.; total, £14 5s. 2d.

Present-At source, £9 18s.; Armer-
can/ton freight, etc., £7 7s, 8d.;
total, £17 5s. 8d.

Mid 1948--At source. (?); Slcillan/
ton freight. etc., (0); total, (7).

End 1948--At source. £20 6s.; Sici-
lian/tan freight, etc., £V; total, £27
6s.

Present--At source, (?); Sicilian/ton
freight, etc., (?); total, (?).

The prices at source during 1948 are
the official ones published by the
Bureau of Mineral Resources in its
latest quarterly review. The present
price at source is obtained by calcu-
lating at the new rate of exchange
for LA against dollars. No allowance
has even been made for the added
"into works" cost brought about by the
two increases in W.A.G.R. freights.

Since it is impossible to predict
what tonnage of Sicilian brimstone
will be used, although it seems quite
possible that it will be considerable.
only the American brimstone will be
taken for purposes of comparison
However, it is as well to realise that
all following figures relating to com-
parative costs must inevitably favour
pyrite even more strongly.

It has already been demonstrated
that N'orseman Gold Mines N.L. could
produce pyritic concentrates at an
"into works" cost of £10 per ton of
equivalent sulphur.

Hence the comparative figures to
this stage are:-

Pyritic sulphur, £10 per ton.
Brimstone, £1l 5s. 8d. per ton.
(b) Added cost of using Pyrite.-

The superphosphate manufacturers,
in particular Cumning Smith & Mt.
Lyell Farmers Fertilisers Ltd. advise
that the added cost, using their pre-
sent plants approximates £4 to £4 10s.
per ton of equivalent sulphur. Cal-
culations based on Power-Gas Cor-
poration's figures after allowing for
the extra capital cost involved, show
that in a properly equipped contact
acid plant the extra cost would not
exceed £2 l0s. per ton. The disparity
between these figures is, perhaps.,
understandable but it also underlines
the contention that the present acid
plants, the Cumning Smith, Bassendean
and North Fremantle plants in any
case, do not give a correct indication
of the extra cost to be expected should
all factories be converted.

In order to be conservative, a figure
of £3 will be taken as representing
the additional cost.

The true comparison between pyrite
and brimstone may thus be summar-
ised.

After
"Into Works." Burning.

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Brimstone 17? 5 8 17 5 8
Pyrite ... 10 0 0 13 0 0
A margin in favour Of pyrite Of £4

5s. 8d. per ton.
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On the consumption of 50,000 tons
per year to produce 400,000 tons of
superphosphate, the amount involved
is £2 14,000 or nearly 11s, per ton of
superphosphate.

Even at the present inflated price
of pyrite, such inflation being caused
by the low production required, and
which approximates £12 9s. per ton
of sulphur, there is a small margin in
favour of Pyrite. This result is ob-
tained after assuming the added cost
to be £4 10s. per ton.

yM.-Possible By-products and Other
Uses.

The most important by-product to
which more consideration could be
given than has been so far, is the
iron content of the flash roaster resi-
dues.

These residues, or cinders, assay
about 62 per cent. Fe and would thus
approximate the iron content of the
Yampi Sound ore, or about 50 per
cent. higher grade than the Wun-
dowie deposits. A further advantage
is the complete absence of phosphorus.

They would, however, require to be
sintered before introduction to blast
furnaces, to eliminate their present
sulphur content of about 2 per cent.

Another by-product which could
become of major importance is the
gold content.

it will be recalled that the oxidised
portions of the Iron King West Lode
were mined for gold, the average value
being in the neighbourhood of 3 dwt.
per ton. Sulphide ore so fa-r developedl,
although only disclosing payable
values in small section. does contain
a certain amount of gold, probable
0.1 to 0.2 dwt. per ton.

Since most of the gold appears to
be associated with the pyrite, and it
takes three tons of ore to produce one
ton of cinders, the gold in the latter
is increased to 0.3 to 0.6 dwt. per ton.

In view of the enhanced price of
gold, it is calculated that a gold con-
tent of 1 dwt. per ton in the cinders,
would probably make its extraction
profitable.

in addition, the furthest northerly
diamond drill hole intersected lode
assaying up to 4 dwt. which, when
roasted, might produce cinders assay-
ing as much as 12 dwt. or, at the
present price, £9 per ton.

One other possible by-product of
the Iron King ore also deserves at-
tention. It is the coarse siliceous
gangue which would be rejected as
tailings from the new heavy-media
separation treatment process which,
it Is proposed, will be installed at the
mine. This material will all be sized
between 10 mesh and 1 inch and could
be screened, at negligible cost, into
the two sizings now employed in
bituminous road construction.

ci.'

As there will doubtless be strong re-
quests from local authorities for the
laying of bitumen roads to Esperance,
Coolgardie and, at a later date, to-
wards the Eastern States, the Ironi
King coarse material would provide a
cheap source of supply whilst, at the
same time, allow a reduction in the
cost of pyrite supplied to the Super-
phosphate manufacturers.

So far as the possible alternative
uses of sulphuric acid produced fromt
pyrite are concerned, it is not intended
to deal at this stage. It would be au
well to bear in mind however, thai
other industries could well be estab-
lished in Western Australia and using
sulphuric acid as their base.

IX.-Sumnary.
An attempt has been made In thh,

report to present the case in favoui
of the use of pyrite for superphos-
phate, without introducing tehnicali-
ties except Insofar as they are essen-
tial for clear conceptions.

Some difficulty has been experience
in excluding details so that the salieni
points might thereby be more easi]3
recognised. For this reason, detaile&
descriptions of ore exposures anc
geology, together with proposed de.
velopment programmes, have beei
omitted, as also have discussions ox
the metallurgical processes involved ii
the production of concentrates.

It was thought reasonable, how.
ever, that a somiewhat lcn.,gth-y sectiox
on the history of the undertaking bi
included, so that some idea might b
gained of the difficulties and expens
experienced by Norseman Gold Min4
N.L. in its attempts to establish thi
industry on a firm basis.

Two other points in regard to thi
importation of American brimstoni
require some further reference. Firstly
the dollar exchange problem make:
the changeover to pyrite a matter o
national urgency, particularly as thi
Prime Minister has now publicly an
nounced the Government's intentloi
to limit importation of Americai
brimstone. Until pyrite is availabi
this will increase the price of brim
stone by £10 per ton, or 25s. per toi
of superphosphate. Secondly, it is re
ported, and confirmation has been ob
tamned from the Bureau of Miners
Resources, that the American brim
stone deposits are only expected b
last another 30 years. This compare
with known reserves of phosphate rodl
amounting to 2,000 years, at the pre
sent rate of consumption.

Summing up, this report emphastse
the following points:-

(a) Continuity of Ore Supplies.-
The size of the Iron King ore bod
has been demonstrated beyond a]
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reasonable doubt thus ensuring con-
tinuity of production for very many
years. Potentially, this source of
supply could exceed a century.

(b) Economics of the Use of Pyrite.
-Present indications are that there
Is such a large margin in favour of
Pyrite that It is unlikely that it could
be economically replaced by imported
brimstone in the foreseeable future.

(c) Conversion of Superphosphate
Pactories.--OnCe again, the margin in
favour of pyrite is so large, that the
capital involved in conversion could
be recouped long before there is any
danger of that margin disappearing.
Also, some of the prtsent factories are
so outdated as to render their recon-
struction an economic necessity in any
case.

(d) Additional Burning Cost of
Pyrite-Latest practice, obtained from
reliable sources, shows that this addi-
tional cost is not as severe as that
now being experienced in the Present
factories. Installation of electrostatic
precipitators would eliminate the
trouble inherent in the burning of
finely ground concentrates.

(e) By-products.-It has been shown
that the iron and gold content of the
cinders are potentially valuable. In
addition cheap road metal would be
available for the Dundas district.

Finally, it is desired to emphasise
that. in view of the greatly increased
cost of brimstone and the necessity to
curtail dollar expenditure, no time
should be lost in deciding to convert
the superphosphate factories to pyrite
burning. It is also obvious that the
Albany factory should now be designed
for pyrite also.

With superphosphate production at
8,000 tons per week, and with a margin
of ils. per ton in favour of pyrite,
each week this conversion is delayed
will cost the primary producers, or the
Commonwealth Government, over
£4,000.

In these circumstances, then, fur-
ther delay can not be justified.

P. CRARSLEY.
General Manager.

This report was sent to me by the General
Manager of the Norseman G.M. N.L. and
I feel that it should be incorporated in
"Hansard."'

The Premier: We have it in evidence.
Hon. E. N'ULSEN: My reading of It is

f or the sake of the people in the country.
The Premier would not have it so widely
published as it will be through "Hansard."
which is distributed all over the State and
those most vitally concerned, the farmers,
will be able to read it.

The Premier: The Committee which the
Government appointed took all that evi-
dence.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am pleased to hear
that.

The Premier: I would say that the
future of the pyrites industry is fairly
bright.

Hon. E. NULSEN: That Is extremely
gratifying and I am glad to hear that in-
formation from the Premier.

The Premier. At present there is a world
shortage of sulphur which will tend to
help the production of pyrites.

Hon. P. J. S. Wise: And the freight con-
cessions on the railways.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Members will now be
able to form an idea how extensive the
deposits in the Norseman area are, and I
believe the local article will prove just as
satisfactory for the manufacture of super-
phosphate as is the brimstone imported
from America or Sicily. The development
of the industry would relieve the dollar
position to a large extent and create more
wealth for the State. In the event of in-
ternational trouble, it might prove very
important Indeed. I consider that this in-
dustry should be developed. If war
occurred, we should have to produce food
and ensure that our grazing areas were
maintained to standard.

I hope that consideration will be given
to the installation of the Albany plant
and that means will be provided to use
pyrites from the source I have mentioned.
If we have pyrites in the quantities stated,
it might prove economical to treat and
reduce it to sulphuric acid at the source.
This is a point that should receive con-
sideration. If that is not possible, a plant
might be installed at Albany for the
purpose. After the very encouraging re-
marks made by the Premier by way of
interjection, I feel that there is aL possi-
bility of another industry being developed
that will assist in the move for decentrali-
sation. An industry established 500 miles
from the centre would prove exceedingly
helpful in developing that portion of the
State.

let me now refer to our native popu-
lation. I have taken considerable interest
in native affairs, and I am pleased that
the Minister is sympathetic and is giving
them the consideration to which they are
entitled. I have a cutting from "The
Sunday Times" about a native artist, 18
years Of age, and he is certainly a fine
looking Young man. I am confident that
had these people been put on a proper
footing at the inception of Western Aus-
tralia, instead of being knocked from pillar
to post as they were, probably 60 or 70
Per cent. of them would now have been
good decent citizens. I have no doubt
about their intellectual capacity and their
work provided they are trained, but they
have not been allowed to have any dignity
and have become largely dependent on the
State.
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I could see nothing wrong with having
an educated native as a member of this
House to represent the natives of this
State. Undoubtedly they are capable of
being educated. There is a native
in Queensland who has an M.A. de-
gree and I believe there are some
in this State who have their leaving
certificate. Therefore it is only right
that these people should be given an
opportunity. To be fair to those who ori-
ginally owned Australia we should give
them r~presentation in this House and, if
that representation did not carry a vote
at the outset, the representative would
have an opportunity to learn something of
our politics and of our attitude to the
native population and could in turn inter-
pret our feelings to his people as regards
their future development.

A native should be able to obtain citi-
zenship rights without a lot of trouble.
I understand that we have some officers in
the department who have never been in
the country and who do not understand
the native problem. If a native is reason-
ably decent and works for a living, he
should be entitled to citizenship rights,
and I hope that magistrates in the country
will not be too severe when hearing appli-
cations. Of course, there are some natives
who would not be worthy of citizenship
rights, and the same may be said of some
whites, and it should be impressed upon
natives that when they are made citizens.
they must work for a living and obey our
laws. I believe they would be prepared to
do this.

Not long ago I1 had an enjoyable trip
to Darwin on the m.v. "Koolinda." On
the return journey we called at the lepro-
sarium at Derby. The natives there had
all the necessary amenities and gave Mr.
Kenneally, the member for Kimberley, and
other members a very warm welcome. I
found it very pleasant to meet those
patients. This goes to show that if these
people are treated in the right way, there
is no fear of their leaving the institution.
They understand the seriousness of the
disease and they appreciate that the white
men are endeavouring to cure them.

They are well housed and well fed and
are kept under strict discipline, but there
has been no instance of a native running
away from the institution. In fact, some
of them would like to return after having
been discharged. Pictures are provided and
the patients have MUSIC. The Rev. Mother
Alphonsis teaches them music and singing.
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll, who are in charge.
impressed me as doing an excellent job.
They seem to have wonderful confidence
in the natives, who appear to be getting
back their dignity. I am glad that the
natives are now receiving deserved recog-
nition, and I believe that in time they
will become reasonably good citizens.

I would like to say a word about old-age
pensions for natives. There is one man
in my district named Jackaboy who has
worked for white people all his life. For
many years he was a police tracker. At
times he has gone kangaroo hunting and
has come to my place and asked for credit
to equip himself. I have given him from
£20 to £40 and he has always come back
with the skins to me, whereupon I have
realised on them and given him the bal-
ance owing to him. That man has grown
too old to work; but though he has lived
almost as a white man, has worked hard
and has been honourable. he Is not entitled
to the old-age pension. I realise that this
is not a responsibility of the State, but
I think some consideration should be given
to it by the Commonwealth Government.

Most of these natives come under the
Native Administration Act, as a result of
which they are debarred from receiving
the old-age pension. If there were no Act
controlling them, as is the case in some
of the other States, the Commonwealth
would deal with them direct, and if they
were deemed worthy they would receive
the pension. There is also another native
in my district named Graham. He has
worked there for years and I cannot see
any difference between him and myself. He
is too old to work, and because he is under
the department he cannot obtain the pen-
sion. I hope the time will come when
some provision will be made for such men
as these. If a native has citizenship rights
the Commonwealth will grant him a pen-
sion, but it is difficult to obtain such rights
In Western Australia.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Why is it diffi-
cult?

Hon. E. NULSEN: It should not be diffi-
cult, but it is. It is hard for them to get
past the magistrate. I want now to refer
to the Claremont Mental Hospital. I am
not going to say very much about it, but
I do think I should say two or three words
because I was Minister in charge of that
department for many years. I read care-
fully the report of the Royal Commissioner.
I did not attend the sittings so I cannot
criticise his findings; but knowing the
attendants as I do. I do not believe all
that he found to be true. The attendants
have had a very difficult job indeed. The
accommodation has been inadequate. I
can remember the time when the member
for Leederville used to become very hot
under the collar because he could not get
the money necessary to provide these
people with the facilities and the accom-
modation they required. He did a good
job, and I tried to carry on in his steps.

There is no doubt that the man Payton
did offend; but he was the only one who
was penalised, and he was not really an
attendant. He was only on probation and
was not popular with the rest of the
attendants. I believe he was a showman.
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As far as Mr. Turner is concerned, I do (6) No further increase to the medi-
not doubt his integrity; but he saw many
unusual things and, being a young fellow
and not having got around and contacted
real men, he came to wrong conclusions.
There probably was a bit of horseplay.
There always is. I have been to the in-
stitution myself and seen what takes place
at a. meal. A patient will take a little
food off one plate and a little off another
and the attendant has to hold his hands
down. I do not want to criticise any-
body very much but I want to praise the
good qualities of the attendants. As far
as Mr. Scott is concerned, one could not
find a better fellow. I have discussed the
whole problem with hint thoroughly. I
know Dr. Prendergast very well, too. He
is a fine man and a good doctor; and, in
the circumstances, I think he has been
a very good administrator, along with his
chief, Dr. Thompson.

Dr. Thompson put up a fine report to
me just a. few months before the election.
We did not have time to go on with It,
but it indicated to me that his intention
was to be helpful. I read the report very
carefully; but unfortunately the election
was pending and I could only give my
O.K. to it and did not have time to deal
with it thoroughly. Another person I feel
sorry for is Dr. McWhae. He has been
going down there for a long time; and so
far as I could learn from discussions with
him and the visiting committee, he was
there to help in every way possible. But
the congestion was appalling and there
was no remedy for it at that time so that
the position was almost impossible. I
think my colleague, the member for
Leederville, will bear me out when I say
that at one time we nearly had to turn
the patients out of the lunatic asylum
because it was almost impossible to secure
the services of attendants.

If all these facts had been known, I
think the judge would have had a
different opinion. The Act should be
amended and I am pleased to know that
that is proposed. It is out of date and I
have a few suggestions to make in regard
to it. These proposals emanate from the
union and are as follows:-

(1) Lunacy Act to be overhauled.
(2) Rules and regulations to be

brought up to date.
(3) Position of Inspector General to

be abolished.
(4) Board of Management to be

appointed to control mental hospitals,
the workers to have representation on
the board.

(5) The Board of Visitors to be
abolished.

I thoroughly agree with that recommenda-
tion because if the Act were amended and
we had a board, a visiting committee could
not do very much.

cal staff at Claremont, because the
great majority of patients are chronic
and beyond any hope of recovery.

I want it to be borne in mind that I am
submitting these suggestions on behalf of
the union. This Is not altogether my
opinion, although I agree with most of it.

(7) A medical officer to be resident
at Whitby Falls.

(8) Immediate steps to be taken to
house 200 male patients at Whitby
Falls, transfer of the Patients from
Claremont to take place immediately
housing, etc., is completed.

(9) Provision to be made for an-
other 300 patients making 500 in all.
the whole to be accommodated in 12
months. Only patients without re-
latives to be transferred unless others
volunteer.

The frightful position of overcrowd-
ing at Claremont makes the above
suggestion absolutely essential and it
should be marked urgent.

(10) FEx-Army huts or wood and
asbestos buildings are quite satis-
factory.

(11) The dairy to be removed to
Whitby Falls.

(12) The piggery to be established
at Whitby Falls. The swill which is
now sold could be back loaded.

(13) The reorganisation of the poul-
try at Whitby Falls to supply the
various institutions.

(14) It may be suggested that there
would be difficulty in getting staff for
Whitby.

The position is that in these days
of housing shortages, providing the
Government erects houses--wood and
asbestos--and treats the staff in the
same way as It treats the medical
staff in respect to the charges for
food, etc., there will be no difficulty
whatsoever in securing staff. Quite a
number of men have indicated their
willingness to transfer to Whitby, but
are prevented from doing so because
of the housing position.

I have just put these few suggestions f or-
ward on behalf of the attendants for con-
sideration by the Government. I am glad
the Minister for Health is listening be-
cause it may be of advantage to her to
know what they think can be done. If
these attendants, generally speaking, were
not of the calibre, intellectually, I think
they are I would take no notice of them,
but they are very level-headed and are
out to do the best they can for the institu-
tion and the patients. I am hopeful that
these few remarks about the mental hos-
pital will be understood as I wish them
to be. and not taken as a criticism of the
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"Sunday Times," the Royal Commissioner,
or anyone concerned with the institution.
I have some more matter here, but I will
leave it until the Estimates. With these
few remarks, I now conclude.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) 18.341:-
With other members, I would like to con-
gratulate you, Sir, on attaining the high-
est office this House has to offer, After
having had three years under your juris-
diction, I feel certain that you will
measure up to the high standards set by
your predecessors. I do not think anyone
can honestly say that you, virtually hold-
ing the authority of a dictator, have ruth-
lessly used your powers. As a matter of
fact, I feel that at all times you have been
most tolerant; and you have always been
prepared to give advice and assistance to
those seeking it. I also want to congratu-
late the new members because I realise
that perhaps the most difficult fight a
person has is when he first desires to enter
Parliament.

It is generally recognised that a
member, once having served for a
term, and having done a good job for his
constituents, is at least on the box seat
and has an advantage over any challen-
ger. I wish to congratulate them upon
their success, whether they be on this side
of the House or on the Government side.
I regret the loss of some of our colleagues,
particularly two from the Goldfields in
Mr. F. C. L. Smith and Mr. L. J. Thiat who
lost their seats because of the elimination
of their particular electorates under the
redistribution of seats which took place.
I suppose that is the fortune of war, as
far as politics is concerned, but neverthe-
less I particularly regret losing them.

I want to deal with one or two local
questions of importance to ray electors,
and then I propose to refer to three or
four matters which have a. wider sphere
of influence. I first want to go into the
position of the hospital in Kalgoorie. It
is, of course, a much improved building
compared with what was there 14 or 15
years ago when it consisted of a lot of
structures, that had been shifted in from
the outback districts where mining had
declined. The hospital then was a con-
glomeration of those buildings.

We now have a hospital on which some-
thing like £80,000 or £E90,000 has been
spent in the last 15 or 16 years, and I am
informed by the matron that she is proud
to be able to show over it nurses and doc-
tors travelling from the Eastern States.
Nevertheless, there is an eyesore which
has been there for the last five years, and
that is the intermediate ward. It is actu-
ally the best ward as far as building and
facilities for treating patients are con-
cerned, but it was closed some five years
ago because of the scarcity of trained
nursing staff, and successive Governments
and Ministers have not been able to get

sufficient staff to re-open it. That means
that the people of the Goldfields have
public ward treatment which, of course,
is reasonably good but, to those who are
in a financial position to afford it, the
intermediate ward is essential. 1 hope,
with the great numbers of staff and
trainees that we are told are available in
the metropolitan area, we will be in the
position, in the future, of having that very
nice ward reopened.

A matter that has always been a sore
point on the Goldfields is the question of
the x-ray photos taken of patients in the
hospitals. If it is not possible to take an
x-ray because of the limited capacity of
the machine at the hospital, the patients
are taken to the Commonwealth Labora-
tory, and a charge is raised by the Com-
monwealth authorities for the use of their
x-ray plant, and that defeats the prin-
ciple of free hospital accommodation.
If members compare that with the treat-
ment given to patients in the Royal Perth
Hospital, they will understand what I
mean. A person in the Royal Perth Hos-
pital gets free accommodation, which in-
cludes x-ray, if necessary, whiereas in Kal-
goorlie, where there is a portable x-ray,
plant that will not take a picture of an
extensive area of the body, patients often
have to be taken to the Commonwealth
Laboratories to be x-rayed. In that case,
the Commonwealth Laboratory makes a
charge against the patient, who is, accord-
ingly, at a disadvantage when compared
with patients at the Royal Perth or any
other Goverment hospital in the metro-
politan area.

The member for Leederville last week
raised the question of the appointment of
a resident medical officer at the Kalgoorlie
hospital. I feel that an institution of that
size, with such a large number of patients
constantly coming and going, amply justi-
fies the appointment of such an officer.
I know the reason why such an appoint-
ment has not so far been made. It is
because the doctors on the Goldfields
object. I have been told by more than
one of that profession at Kalgoorlie that
the objection is based on the round that
if a resident medical officer were appointed
to that hospital and practised there for
some five or six years, he would get to
know a large number of the people of the
area coming and going as both in and out-
patients, and would then, If he desired
to resign and set up in practice, have quite
an extensive clientele readymade for him.

That appears to be a very selfish objec-
tion, and I think arrangements should be
made to appoint a resident medical officer
to that hospital. Complaints have been
made that in urgent cases, especially
over the week-end, and particularly when
the victim of an accident Is taken to
the hospital, it is difficult to get immediate
medical attention. The old bedtime story
about the doctor being available 24 hours
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a day no longer applies. One has only to
require the services of a doctor at per-
haps 3 a.m. to discover how many must
be telephoned before one is found avail-
able. I hope a move will be made, without
delay, to see whether the appointment of
this officer is possible.

I endorse the remarks of the member
for Hannans. with reference to an appeal
to the Government to complete the bitu-
minising of the road from Southern Cross
to Coolgardie. From Kalgoorlie to Wool-
gangie the road is good, but there is still
70 or 80 miles not bituminised. The Gold-
fields constitutes the only large aggre-
gation of population, living a great dis-
tance from the metropolitan area, that
has not been serviced by a bitumen road
during the last ten years. In travelling
round the South-west, and also up to-
wards Oeraldton. I have seen the Main
Roads Department ploughing up and re-
making what were already better roads
than that between Southern Cross and
Woolgangie. In addition to serving a
population of from 28,000 to 30,000. this
road is, of course, the main East-West
highway. Even if the number of motor
vehicles using that road should decline
during the next 20 or 30 years, the high-
way will always be the main road between
East and West. Therefore, any expendi-
ture incurred in making it an ordinary
solid type of bitumen road would be fully
justified. I hope that work will be put
in hand, and that another two or three
years will not elapse before the remaining
70 or 80 miles is bitumninised, as was the
case with the similar distance that has
been constructed during the last three
years.

Coming now to our railway services, I
will deal first with the cancellation, some
two or three years ago, of the Tuesday
night trains from Perth to Kalgoorlie and
from Kalgoorlie to Perth. At that time.
Goldfields members who waited upon the
then Minister for Railways were told that
the cancellation was due to the shortage
of locomotives of the type needed to run
the express trains; the "P" or "PR"
classes. The Minister guaranteed that
when the nlew "PM" engines were available
the Tuesday night's train each way would
be restored to the Goldfields. Recently.
one of the Goldfields members in another
place asked about the reinstatement of
these trains and was told, by the present
Minister, that they would be restored only
when the passenger tramfc warranted It.
It, therefore, appears that the Government
has now shifted its ground and that the
promise then made is not to be honoured.

There is no other train in Western Aus-
tralia which regularly carries so close to its
full capacity of passengers as does the
Kalgoorlie-Perth or the Perth-Kalgoorlie
express. Those trains carry more nearly
their full capacity than do those running
to Geraldton or Albany, or even the Atis-
tralind express. It is ridiculous for the

Railway Department to say that we must
have a full complement of passengers be-
fore this service is reinstated. The ex-
press trains to Kalgoorlie are the only
ones by which perishables can safely be
sent. particularly in the summer months.
In addition to that, there are the mails to
be considered. The heavier mail matter,
upon which the air mail surcharge cannot
be afforded, is left behind and misses a day.
I hope the Government will not decide
that every berth and seat in the train
must be filled, between Kalgoorlie and
Perth, before the Tuesday night's trains
can be restored to us.

I wish now to mention the late arrival
of trains, which disorganises the business,
commercial and private life of the com-
munity. This applies not only to the
Perth-Kalgoorlie express but to every
train running on that line. When one
listens to the local news from station &WF
at 6.55 p.m., one finds that the trains are
running late on the Laverton, Leonora and
Esperance lines. They are anything up to
three or four hours late.

Mr. Marshall: It is the same on the
Murchison run.

Mr. STYANTS: That would affect the
member for Murchison, but I am dealing
with the trains that affect the Eastern
Goldfields. They are consistently late.
T'rains from Perth, carrying perishables
intended for the local market that should
commence at 7 or 8 anm., which are
scheduled to arrive at 6 am., arrive, in
fact, at 10 or 11 a.m., with the result that
the market is late. The position is exactly
the same with regard to the express
trains. It is a rare occurrence for the ex-
press from Perth to arrive at Kalgoorlie
on time. A few weeks ago, one of those
rare occurrences took place, and on the
blackboard, outside the entrance to the
Kcalgoorlie station, a railway official wrote
up. "Perth express on time." Some wit
wrote underneath, "Cause unknown." So
that is the position with the running of
trains. I entirely disagree with the answer
given by the Railway Department that it
is the engines which are the cause of the
late running of these trains.

Mr. Marshall: Nonsense!

Mr. STYANTS: I ask the Minister for
Railways, or the Railway Department, why
are these engines losing the time? These
are not the engines that are sarcastic-
ally referred to as being half a century
old. The "P.R." class of locomotive has
been in use with the Railway Department
for less than 12 years and, as the usual
and profitable life of a locomotive is re-
garded as being 30 years, why is It that
these engines are consistently losing
time? That is not the reason at all, One
of the reasons is that trains in Perth are
consistently being kept a quarter of an
0iour to 20 minutes late because they are
waiting for the vans to come from the
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parcels office. Of course where there is
fairly congested traffic, and a train gets
out of its running schedule, it is blocked
by other trains because the other trains
are ahead of it and it is consequently held
up at signals. Then there is considerable
loss of time at each station in loading
and unloading roadside goods which are
permitted under the timetable. There-
fore, it is useless for the Railway Depart-
ment to say that it is the engines that
are losing the time.

I realise that occasionally the en-
gines fail but that is incidental
to railway running, or the running
of any industry where a great deal
of machinery is in use. However, I guar-
antee that if a record is kept of the run-
ning between Southern Cross and Kal-
goorlie, over a period of 12 months, it
will be found that more time is made up
by the engines than is lost by them on
that section. I make that statement as
one who has worked on that run for years
and one who has travelled, and still
travels, frequently on that route.
Often the train leaves Perth 15 to 20
minutes late because it is waiting for the
vans from the parcels office. Then, it is
blocked at signals between Perth and
Midland Junction and thence to Northam.
The train leaves Northam about 20 min-
utes to half an hour late each night and
when one goes to bed and wakes up at
Southern Cross in the morning, the train
is one and a half to two hours late.
Frequently the train leaves Southern Cross
and makes up half an hour on the 140
mile journey to Kcalgoorlie.

It is no use the Railway Department
telling me that the locomotives are the
cause. Why are they losing the time?
These engines should be in their prime
and if that is so I repeat my question.
"Why are they losing their time?" I am
not satisfied with this reason because I am
certain it is not the cause. Nevertheless,
I think it is a shocking performance and
every train In the district runs hours
late and that is completely dis-
organising the commercial and business
life of the community.

Mr. May: I think dirty coal has some-
thing to do with it.

Mr. STYANTS: That has something to
do with it at times, but it is not always
the cause. They do not have dirty coal
all the time. Coal is mined at Collie which
gives excellent results for the running of
locomotives because our locomotives are
constructed-the firc-boxes, tubes and
smoke boxes-to use Comle coal. If we
obtain the best coal that Comle can pro-
duce then there would be few complaints
about the late running of trains so far as
the coal Is concerned. There is good coal
in Collie and that coal is quite suitable for
locomotive Purposes.

I would say, without fear of successful
contradiction, that our train services in
the Eastern Goldfields, in the area and to
and from the metropolitan area, are
worse than they have ever been. Actually,
we are supposed to have progressed! Other
States and other countries have pro-
gressed with their railway services but, if
one looks at the timetable, as far as the
express is concerned, it will be seen that
that train is now taking about 10 or 15
minutes longer than it took for the jour-
ney 40 years ago. As trains 40 years ago
did run consistently on time, why are these
now consistently running late?

From what I can see of the Railway De-
partment I do not think the new adminis-
tration has improved the position one
iota. A number of official positions have
been created, and there is a higher per-
centage of officials now in the railway
service than at any time since the advent
of railways into this State.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Wait until they
import a few more experts.

Mr. STYANTS: I do not propose to deal
extensively with the question of the rail-
ways because I will have an opportunity
to do that on the Estimates, and I will
certainly have something more to say
about the management then.

I now intend to deal with a question
vital to the Goldfields, and that concerns
the buying of meat. As most people know
the Goldfields master butchers decided.
some eight or nine weeks ago, to close
their shops. They said that it was impos-
sible for them to buy meat on the hoof
at Midland Junction, take it to Kcalgoorlie
and sell it at the fixed price. With
that statement I entirely agree. I have
with me records kept by the leading mas-
ter butchers in Kalgoorlie and when I say
"records" I do not mean something that
those master butchers have cooked up for
the purpose. These are returns which
have been approved by the Taxation
Department for the period of 11 months
prior to the decision to close the butchers'
shops. To land in Kalgoorlie beef that
had been purchased on the hoof at Mid-
land Junction cost them 11.27d. per lb.
During this period the wholesale ceiling
price of beef remained unaltered at l0d.
Per lb. How is it possible under those
conditions, for a businessman to retail the
beef at the fixed retail price when he has
to pay about 2d. over the ceiling price
for it?

Mr. Nalder: For how many months of
the year was that?

Mr. STYANTS: This is over an 11
months' period. The member for Boulder
and myself had an opportunity to see the
financial returns of one of the master
butchers whose turnover for the 12
months was E50,000. He showed a loss
of £1,242 on that turnover. Of course, he
decided not to continue under those condi-
tions. That statement was approved by
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the Taxation Department. There was no
juggling of figures. or putting up of a case
just for the benefit of the hon. member
and myself. I have the returns with me
and another firm of master butchers.
whose turnover was £36,000, was able to
make a profit of only £243 for the year.

It is easy to understand the weakness
in the system. These people go to the sale-
yards in Midland Junction and there is no
price control on the beast when it is sold
in the saleyards. After the beast is sold
in the salsyards; it is driven from there
-to the abattoirs and when it is knocked
down in the killing pen it becomes a car-
case, and there is a price limit that can
be paid for it. For reasons best known
'to the master butchers they are prepared
to pay for a beast more than they can
retail it for at the fixed price!

The other night the Minister in charge
of price fixing informed the House, in
answer to a question, that he did not know
that the butchers in the metropolitan area
were charging over the fixed price. He
is a Rip Van Winkle If he does not know
that, and I should say that he is the only
man in the metropolitan area that does
not realise it. He certainly cannot have
anything to do with the household budget
and must have someone to work that out
for him or he would realise that a con-
siderable amount above the fixed price is
being charged for meat. A very bad fea-
ture of it is that the employees of the
master butchers, men who are working
behind the counters, are being advised to
commit certain dishonest acts.

One of the men working behind the
counters in a big shop in Perth said to
mun, "They make you dishonest." He said.
"You have to be a rogue to keep your job,"
and he told me of certain things that they
have to do to enable the master butchers
to buy at these prohibitive prices and sell
within the price ceiling. Another feature
about it is that the employee, having been
told by the employer to adopt question-
able tactics, thinks that what is sauce for
the goose is sauce for the gander and there
is no harm in his taking the employer
down because he, in turn, is taking the
customer down. I understand, too, on very
good authority, that the price fixing branch
is winking its eye at what is going on. Mr.
Kelly, who came to this State to Investi-
gate the meat position, was emphatic on
the same Point. He said that the price-
fixing regulations are not being enforced or
adequately policed.

The people on the Goldfields were placed
in the position of having their meat sup-
Plies entirely cut off. The average killings
at the Kalgoorlie Government Abattoirs
were 98 bullocks, 700 sheep and lambs, 18
pigs and 4 or 5 vealers. When the master
butchers decided to close their shops the
people were forced to send to their friends
and other butchers in various parts of the
State for their meat supplies, and one
can imagine how Unsatisfactory that

is. Even assuming that they are obtain-
tag their meat from the metropolitan
butchers at the ceiling prices, it is costing
the Goldfields people at least 41d. per lb.
above the permissible Ceiling prices to have
their meat landed at Kalgoorlie. I investi-
gated the methods by which they set about
buying this meat in Perth, Midland Junc-
tion, Kellerberrin, Merredin, Northam and
other places from whence it is obtained.

Three or four people will club together
and send down a couple of pounds to the
metropolitan butchers to purchase their
meat. In the first place, they have to
obtain a registered letter or money order.
In the particular case which I investigated
the parcel contained 20 lb. of meat and
the metropolitan butcher charged 2s. for
bagging and packing. Then there was an
additional charge of 3s. Od. for freight. As
the husbands were away at work when the
meat landed at Kalgoorlie It had to be
carted from the station, which cost an-
other Is., and when all the additional
costs were worked out it amounted to 41d.
per lb. above the maximum price. As no
dockets were supplied to show the charges.
it can be assumed that the prices should
compare with those charged by the metro-
politan butcher who is buying at wholesale
prices in excess of which he can sell retail
to the public. Unfortunately, there can be
no check whatever on the prices charged
for this meat.

The Attorney General: That is not cor-
rect.

Mr. STYANTS: I say it is correct. If
the Prices Branch cares to check it will
find that no dockets are supplied showing
the price of meat per lb. The station
master at Kalgoorlie has told me that be-
tween 700 and 800 parcels of meat are
arriving by the Kalgoorlie express every
day. The Qoldfields people do appreciate
the Government's action in sending the
Honorary Minister for Agriculture to Kal-
goorlie at a time when frozen meat was
available but which the master butchers
refused to handle and distribute to the
public. when the Minister told the master
butchers that if they did not distribute the
meat the Government would, the master
butchers then realised that it would be
to their interests to handle the frozen
product. We also appreciate that when
the Premier was approached to make some
frozen beef available he was considerate
enough to provide 30 carcases per week for
three weeks, which period has just expired.
Seven hundred carcases; of lamb and mut-
ton were also provided for the Goldfields
people for a period of five weeks, which
also must be running out. Judging by the
standard of the weekly sales at the Midland
Junction saleyards, I do not think it likely
that the master butchers will buy the stock
on the hoof and transport it to Kalgoorlie
for the residents there.

The Premier: They will get some more
frozen meat.



[15 August, 1050.) 2

Mr. STYANTS; That will relieve the
position; but I want it to be clearly under-
stood that the greatest effort that can be
made is to create equity between those
other portions of the state which are
also short of meat. Although the Premier
made some supplies of frozen meat avail-
able, that is only approximately one-third
of the normal requirements for the Gold-
fields.

The Premier: The "Koolinda" will berth
on the 23rd August and she will have some
frozen meat aboard, some of which the
Goldflelds will get.

Mr. BTYANqTS: It will be a question of
how much will be made available. There
is such a large population on the Gold-
fields and they are unable to augment their
supplies by obtaining stray bodies of beef
for slaughtering as people do in other parts
of the State, such as Geraldton and the
South-West. In those areas there is al-
ways a certain amount of local killing
being done, but the Goldfields people have
to depend solely on that meat railed to
them by butchers in other portions of the
State.

r believe the position has been aggra-
vated by the farcical regulations which
do not provide for price-fixing of meat on
the 'hoof, but Immediately it becomes a
carcase both the wholesale and the re-
tail Prices are fixed. There would be no
difficulty if the Prices Branch chased up
some of these black-marketers who deal
in meat. At the stocksales at Midland
Junction there are often master butchers
who are prepared to pay £6 or £8 mnure
for a bullock which could be retailed as
carcase meat within the fixed Price. The
Prices Branch does not make any attempt
to Inquire into the activities of these mas-
ter butchers and as to where they are sell-
ing the meat. I repeat, the Prices Branch
is making little or no attempt to police
the price fixing regulations on meat in the
metropolitan area or in any other part of
the State.

The Attorney General: There were a
good number of prosecutions made in
Kalgoorlie.

Mr- STYANTS: There were some savage
prosecutions made in Kalgoorlie-

The Attorney General: There were also
some made in the metropolitan area.

Mr. STYANTS: I have here a letter re-
lating to the Prosecutions which took place
on the Goldfields. This was written by
one of the big master butchers after com-
piling his costs. He states--

The prices Branch have been most
inconsistent in their approach to the
problem and it is considered that the
Presence of so many pastoralists,
graziers and primary producers In the
Cabinet may have some affinity with
the reluctance of the Government to
regulate the price of livestock. The

Prices Branch have continued to b"s
retail selling prices on a fletitiou
wholesale price which is approximatell
3d. per lb. below the prices actualt
ruling for the price of meat on thu
hoof. The men wholesaling meat hay,
had to resort to all manner of subter-
fuges to ensure that their invoice
show the correct charges, whilst thi
retail butcher in his turn charged
more than the Ceiling price and unt[
the fines became too severe paid hii
fines in the same manner as an S"
bookmaker, only he was not permitted
the luxury of a stooge that is ordin-
arily accorded the S.P. gentry. The
amount of profit or loss in the Indus-
try was commensurate with the risk&c
the butcher was prepared to take ir
regard to overcharging. It is a sorr3
state of affairs when legitimate
traders purveying an essential food tE
workers in heavy industry have tc
resort to such lawlessness to avoid
complete ruin and are finally forced
to close down an industry employing
practically 100 men. The last Penal-
ties imposed by the R.M. were ap-
proximately £50 per charge whether
they referred to actual overcharging
or technical breaches of the Act in
regard to exhibition of prices posters.
etc. At the same time penalties im-
posed on metropolitan butchers for
similar offences were fixed at £2.

Then he goes on to say-
Another firm with a turnover of

£50,000 for the year ended the 30th
June, 1949, showed a loss of £1,272
for the Year.

That refers to the firm I mentioned
earlier, and that amount was accepted
as quite satisfactory by the Taxation
Department. Thus members will recog-
nise the parlous position of the people
on the Goldfields. After the stocks of
frozen meat are exhausted, and if the
saes at the Midland Junction stockyards
do not show a downward trend, the sys-
tern of getting meat from other parts of
the State will have to continue. The posi-
tion is most unsatisfactory. People at
Kalgoorlie are paying at least 4&d. a lb.
above the fixed price and yet are receiving
no compensation in that respect in the
compilation of the basic wage.

I can quite understand what concerns
the Premier and the members of his Cabi-
net, should they ifft price control. That
step was not advocated by Mr. Kelly who
saw the point that if price control were
lif ted,' then, when the computation of the
basic wage was being arrived at, people
would receive some compensation in re-
spect of the price paid for meat when
that wage was declared, which would have
repercussions upon other industries. In
the meantime people in the country dis-
tricts as well are paying over the fixed
price that applies in the metropolitan
area because of the heavy rail freight. I
approached the Premier on the subject
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and was somewhat disappointed that he
was not prepared to agree to the grant-
ing of a lower rate for the carriage of
Parcels of meat by rail to Kalgoorlie. until
such time as the master butchers were
prepared to open their shops again. I
recognise the diffculty in that Kalgoorlie
Is not the only portion of the State, and
Possibly other centres would seek reduced
rates as well.

Without wishing to be parochial or sel-
Afsh, I claim that other portions of the
State are in a better position than the
Ooldfields because of the fact that a cer-
tain number of killings are going on. That
p rovides people in other centres with op-
1rtunities to get meat, as well as milk

and other products that the Goldfields
people do not enjoy. I understand that
frozen mutton was even sent at one stage
to Onowangerup, which is the heart of
the sheep-raising districts. Most decidedly
the position of the people on the Gold-
fields is parlous and the outlook for
the immediate future is very poor. Until
prices of cattle at the Midland Junction
market take on a downward trend, I do
not know bow the Kalgoorlie people will
get on f or meat in a fortnight's time,
despite the Premier's promise that some
Of the meat expected here in about 10
days' time will be allocated to the Gold-
fields.

Mr. Nalder: Can you suggest a remedy?

Mr. STYANTS: Yes. In the first place
the Price Fixing Commissioner should in-
vestigate the position that arises when
only a small number of master butchers
in the metropolitan area bid for the meat.
and ascertain what they are doing with
it. Those master butchers are selling
their supplies on the black market. I re-
cognise the difficulty of applying the
remedy to sheep because there is such a
big demand by graziers who desire to pur-
chase stock for the wool. On the other
hand. if the position were traced as re-
gards beef, it will be remembered that
there are no grazing facilities for bullocks
that arrive from the North-West. and
they have to be sold as soon as they arrive
at Robb's Jetty.

Some of the master butchers are pre-
pared to pay as much as £6 or £8 more
than the price at which the meat can be
resold to the public. That makes it evi-
dent that they are selling their supplies
on the black market, for they certainly
would not dispose of them at a loss. The
officers of the Price Fixing Branch could
ascertain where the black market exists.
I believe other master butchers would be
prepared to work together and pay for beef
only what would enable them to sell at
the price at which they are permitted to
retail it to the public.

Next I shall deal with the Question of
aluminium therapy on the mines. Alter
exhaustive examination that treatment

has been proved a wonderful preventa-
tive with regard to the initial stages
of silicosis. Beyond all doubt it has
been proved in Canada and the United
States of America to be an effective pre-
ventative, and it is not claimed for it
that it is a cure for those who have already
been affected by dust or are suffering
from more than the initial stages of
silicosis. It affords complete protection to
the miner who is known as a "clean
skin" -the man who has just entered the
mining industry or who is engaged in it
and has not been affected to any extent
by dust.

We invited Dr. Robson, the discoverer
of the aluminium therapy treatment, to
come here from the United States. He
did so and reported quite favourably upon
the possibility of inaugurating the treat-
ment on the mines, particularly those
along the Golden Mile, provided that the
change-rooms were put Into the necessary
condition to make them suitable for
spreading the aluminium dust. Although
Dr. Robson reported on the position some
two years ago, it is but within the last
three weeks that a test has been made
and then only on a small mine on the
Golden Mile, with regard to aluminium
therapy treatment. Despite the instruc-
tions of the Minister for Mines of the day
-the member for Murchison was the Min-
ister at the time-when the legislation was
passed that gave the Minister authority
to instruct goldmining companies to install
the requisite apparatus for the aluminium
therapy treatment of miners, and despite
the instructions of the ex-Minister for
Mines, Hon. H. S. W. Parker, scarcely
any of the bigger companies operating on
the Golden mile made any move at all.
until the last few weeks, to put the
change-rooms in order.

The member for Hannans and I were
informed that the State Housing Com-
mission would not Issue the necessary per-
mit for the release of materials required
to carry out the work in connection with
the change-rooms. We interviewed the
secretary of the Chamber of Mines and
told him that if he experienced any diffi-
culty in obtaining a release of materials,
we thought we would be successful In that
regard if he submitted the matter to us.
The Chamber of Mines made no approach
with regard to getting the materials and
it is rather alarming to learn that until
recently nothing had been done, despite
warnings by the Minister for Mines, to
get the change-rooms into a suit-able con-
dition so that the aluminium therapy
treatment could be undertaken. Mean-
while there are probably scores of men in
the Industry who are progressively getting
worse because the aluminium therapy
treatment is niot in operation, and no
doubt a number who have been clean
skins are now being affected in the inaitial
stagr
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I hope the Government will see that the
mining companies get their change-rooms
in order. We have the apparatus here:, it
has been installed on one mine in Kal-
goorlie, and the Government should see
that immediate action is taken to ensure
that all the goidmines in the State are
made suitable for the purpose of putting
the aluminium. therapy treatment into
operation. Uf this treatment is introduced
and proves as successful in preventing the
onset of silicosis in this State as It has
been in Canada and other countries where
it has been tried, there will be an enormous
change in the insurance premiums and the
effective capacity of men to do a day's
work.

I wish to refer to the matter of S.F.
betting. Some three or four months ago.
a crusade was conducted against S.P.
bettors in the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
areas. I have no objection to that: it is
against the law of the land to indulge in
S.P. betting and, as a lawmaker, I cannot
be tolerant of law-breaking. If this had
been an honest State-wide attempt by
the Minister and the Police Department to
suppress S.P. betting, I should have no
objection to it, but I have a decided objec-
tion to their singling out one particular
district and making a crusade against the
people there, while in towns such as Nor-
thamn, Narrogin, Albany, Collie and Man-
durab. S.F. betting can be indulged in with
impunity.

Member:. And Rockinghiam.

Mr. STYANTS: I have not been there.
in the Premier's electorate, under a gum
tree at Mandurah on Saturday night,
S.F. betting is carried on openly and with
impunity. I repeat that if this had been
an honest attempt, State-wide, to sup-
press S.F. betting, it would have been with-
in the scope of the law and, as that is
the intention of the Act, I would have no
complaint to make, but I do object to S.F.
bookmakers and other people on the Gold-
fields being persecuted and prosecuted
while in other large centres no action is
taken. That is MY objection to the tactics
adopted on the Eastern Goldfields re-
cently.

Mr. Marshall., You have no objection to
allowing betting to continue on the race-
course, where it is equally illegal? Surely
people should be allowed to do the same
thing off the course!

Mr. STYANTS: Legally, a bookmaker
has no more right to bet on the race-
course than he would have to bet in the
middle of Hannan-street or flay-street, but
racecourse betting has been the accepted
custom for many years. From time to time
bookmakers have been prosecuted for bet-
ting on the racecourse and the result has
been that a nominal fine has been inflicted,
because the custom becomes the rule.

As regards housing, t do not wish to
deal with the matter extensively, but I
appreciate the realistic attitude adopted
by the Honorary Minister for Housing.
Last session the then Minister for Hous-
ing, Sir Ross McDonald, stated that, in
his opinion, the annual requirements of
the people of this State would be about
2,800 houses. This was such a ridiculous
figure that I was astonished to hear it
fall front the lips of a man of the sagacity
and ability of Sir Ross. I repeat that I
appreciate the realistic approach the Hon-
orary Minister for Housing is making. I
read in the newspaper that he estimates
the annual requirements to be in the
vicinity of 8,000 homes, and I should say
that he is about right.

if we can get 8,000 homes built annually
during the next four or five years. we shall
probably overtake the arrears and be able
to provide for current requirements. When
I mention that over 5,000 marriages are
taking place in the State annually, mem-
bers will realise how ineffective it would be
to build, say, only 3,000 homes a year. I
wish the Honorary Minister all possible
success in his efforts to increase the num-
ber that will be built annually in the next
few years.

We hear much about targets. It is all
very well to have targets, but what we want
to get are bulls' eyes. I do not think that
many bulls' eyes have been scored, and I
have yet to learn that any possible score
has been recorded in the matter of hous-
ing. I think the score so far has been
very mediocre and not in the vicinity of
the number required. Now we have a Min-
ister who realises that the annual require-
ments during the next four or five years
will be 8,000 homes a year. and perhaps
we shall be able to get somewhere near
the possible. If we make housing a small
portion of our programme, we shall not get
very far. We have to make it a major
portion in order to overtake the leeway and
provide for current demands.

The cost of houses has become so prohi-
bitive that a majority of the people can-
not contemplate building. A working man,
even one in receipt of a margin of £2 over
the baskc wage, has no chance of buying
a home or building in a private capacity
and successfully paying for it. I think
we have more or less claimed that Western
Australia is one of the lowest-priced States
for housing in the Commonwealth. The
cost of building the Commonwealth-State
rental homes is not so high, but it is im-
possible to get a private contractor to erect
a house at the same rate per square. In
fact, his price would be nowhere near it.
If it were built by a private contractor,
the cost would be in the vicinity of £200
a square.

I do not think that the builders are mak-
ing a fortune; in fact, I would say that
there is a Larger number of builders going
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insolvent than there is of people in most
avenues of business. This is due to the
enormous costs involved in wages anld
waiting time entailed. I am not at all
satisfied with the services the State Hous-
ing Commission is giving. I think it is a
rasping octopus. In some respects it has
retarded building, having reached out and
taken supplies to the exclusion of other
People. It has not co-ordinated the issuing
of permits to the quantity of material
available in a manner that would have
made for success. It had sole control, and
instead of limiting the number of permits
to build to the quantity of materials avail-
able, it issued permits sometimes six
mionths ahead of the materials available.
with the consequence that contractors--
and we were told this on the Select Com-
mittee last year-on a £2,000 home in-cluded an amount of approximately £300
or £350 for contingencies-the' 'contingen-
cies" being that they could niot get the
materials to keep their men employed. For
that reason, they added something like
15 per cent. of the total value of the house
to the original cost. If the State Housing
Commission had regulated the issue of
Permits to the materials available, that
extra cost to the home purchaser would
have been obviated.

In addition, the Quality of the materials
and the workmanship are by no means
equal to the pre-war standard. One has
only to see some of the slipshod work be-
ing done and some of the materials be-
ing used, particularly bricks, to realise
that. I think the member for West Perth,
as a Practical bricklayer, referred to the
quality of bricks being used in homes. I
saw a demonstration with bricks that had
been supplied on a job, and one could
break them across one's knees. if they
were dropped on one another, they broke.
Not only that, but timber which would
have been condemned by an inspector or
an architect prior to the war Is now passed
and used in houses. The consequence is
that these places will be falling down by
the time the people pay for them. I think
that in connection with the war service
and Commonwealth rental homes some-
thing like 45 or 53 years is allowed for
Payment; and byr that time the'-buildings
will be falling down on account of the
standard of work done on them and the
materials used in them being much lower
than pre-war.

The Premier: 1 think our timber com-
pares very favourably with any I have
seen in the Eastern States.

Mr. STYANTS: I am not concerned with
what they are doing in the Eastern States.
If they like to put inferior materials into
their homes, that is their concern. What
I am perturbed about is what we are put-
ting into our homes in this State.

Thn' Premier: Where did you see this
inferior timber?

Mr. STYANTS: If the Premier will.
come with me to homes that are under
construction by the State Housing Com-
mission, I will show him timber and work-
manship and other materials being put
into those homes that he would not per-
mit to be put into a home that he was
having built for himself, because he would
remember the pre-war standards and
would realise that neither the material
nor the workmanship is equal to that of
pre-war days. The member for West
Perth advocated the curtailment of the
Commission's building activities, and sug-
gested that private contractors should be
given untrammelled scope in home build-
ing. He thought the result would be a
better class of work and aL reduction in
costs. I am very sceptical about there be-
ing a reduction in costs. I have listened
for many months to the theory of mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
that it only price control were lifted com-
petition would keep down the prices of
commodities. The Miniister in charge of
price fixing, however, knows that thous-
ands of articles were released from price
control, yet there has niot been one article
from which contro~l has been lifted whose
price has been reduced, or even remained
.stationary. The cost of every article which
has been released from price control has
Immediately increased, or increased with-
In a few weeks.

Mr. Totterdeil: Only temporarily,
though.

Mr. STYANgTS: I do not know about its
being temporary. The end of the tenm-
porary period is not in sight yet, because
prices are on the up and up. I would be
very grateful if the hon. member could
inform the H-ouse of any materials or any
goods from which price control has been
lifted and which have been reduced in
price or remained stationary. The price of
everything of which I can think has
ascended and I believe that would be the
case if we lifted control from building ma-
terials.

I want to deal briefly with the inter-
national situation, which was mentioned
by the member for Cottesloe. It seems to
me rather ironical that the United States
should be In the position today of having
to take up arms in Korea. If we cast our
minds back to the events which took place
after World War IL, we will remember it
was the action of the United States that
killed the League of Nations, which was a
full-blood sister of U.N.O. of today. it
was the idea of the then President of the
United States that the League of Nations
should be formed; and it is the opinion
of those who live in the United States
that the refusal of the Legislature there
to concur In his proposal for a League of
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Nations under similar conditions to the He sets out In Table UI.-
U.N.O. caused his sudden and untimely
death. It is therefore ironical to find that
the United States is the first nation called
upon to defend the principles for which
U.N.O. stands.

Then we have to deal with the war of
nerves which has been carried on by the
Press concerning the atomic and hydrogen
bombs. I realise it is impossible for a
layman to form a reliable and worth-
while opinion, for the simple reason that
we are not supplied with the information
which would enable us to come to any
decision in the matter; but it seems rather
peculiar that the Press should tell us one
day that there is an iron curtain beyond
which it is impossible to penetrate into
Russia. and that it is impossible to get
any information as to what is going on
there; whereas on the next day the Press
is able to tell us to a detail the production
per man of various commodities in Russia.
I want to quote from the "Review" of the
Institute of Public Affairs, Victoria, with
copies of which I think all members are
supplied. I quote from it because I think
it is a reasonable publication which adopts
a much more impartial approach to these
matters than does the Press which is.' of
course, definitely capitalistic. I would not
say that this document is issued by the
Labour Party or by the Communist Party.
Nevertheless, it has an impartial approach
to many of these subjects. Dealing with
"The U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A.," this publi-
cation states, in part-

Of almost equal significance is a
most informative series of 44 articles
on Russia recently published in "The
Christian Science Monitor." a paper
with an outstanding reputation for
impartial, accurate reporting. They
were written by Edmund Stevens, a
journalist, who spent many years in
the Soviet Union before his Press visa
was cancelled in 1949 by the Russian
Government as part of its policy of
curtailing the activities of foreign
correspondents in the Soviet.

What I want to quote to the House is the
production of the U.S.S.R. and U.S.A. as
set out by Mr.. Stevens, who was in Russia.
He gives as his sources of information the
"United Nations Monthly Bulletin of
Statistics, Survey of Current Business, Big
Soviet Encyclopedia (Moscow, 1948), and
a statement by Deputy Chairman, Soviet
Council of Ministers, November 6, 1949."
It is noted that-

All United States data are for 1948
or 1949. The data for U.S.S.R., with
the exception of grain, which are
actual figures for 1949. are the 1950
goals of the current Five Year Plan,
and therefore probably overstate ac-
tual production figures.

Production In U.S.S.R. and U.S.A.
Output per head of Population

per year.
U.S.A.

00.1-mnetric tons .... 4.06
Petroleuin-mietrio tons 1.69
Steel-mietric tons .... 0.55
Cemnent-mnetrc tons .... 0.24
0mmi-mectric tons .... 0.14
Electriclty-1,000 kwh. 1.94
Leather Shoes-pairs .... 2.7
Cotton Fabrics-mnetres 60.2

Output per hundred persons.
Motor Vehicles.............4.3

U.S.S.R.
1.25
0.18
0.13
0.05
0.61
0.41
1.2

23.4

0.25

We are told one day there is a curtain
that cannot be penetrated, yet someone
gets behind the curtain and tells us the
production per head of population in Rus-
sia. My candid opinion is that Russia
does not want to fight anyone, any more
than we do. but she is distrustful of other
countries. She would be a remarkable
country if she were in a condition to wage
a war against such powers as Great Bri-
tain and the United States when we re-
member that only five years ago she was
bled white, her industries being destroyed
and even the great Dnieper Dam being
destroyed and the electricity generated
from it, lost. Also, her coalmines were
taken over by the enemy and whole towns,
consisting of hundreds of thousands of
people-I think in some cases running into
millions-were blasted to atoms. Yet now
we are told that she is in a condition to
fight.

I believe Russia is making a number
of overt acts, but I believe that is more or
less a pnhlicy of defence. Russia openly dis-
trusts America and England. and the overt
acts she is committing are because of that
distrust. It seems impossible to reach an
understanding between us. However. I
believe we have to support U.N.O. I was
a great believer in the policy of the League
of Nations after the 1914-18 war, and I
believe that U.N.O., if its functions are
properly exercised, is the only means by
which humanity can hope to escape an-
other war.

It is particularly confusing to laymen
to be told that Russia is in a condition
to want to fight a world power such as
America, and then to get a report from
the American Ambassador, who lived for
a number of years in Russia, to show that
Russia, per head of population, is pro-
ducing one-quarter of the amount that is
being produced in U.S.A.; and there is not
a great deal of difference between their
populations. I think the last figures showed
that there were 140,000,000 people in the
United States and 190,000,000 in Russia.
So it appears that while we are told one
day there is an iron curtain behind which
we cannot Penetrate, the next day some-
one claims to have been there and is able
to give us details of Russia's production.
It is a wonderful country, because of the
damage it sustained and the people it lost,
if it has recuperated so as to be in a
Position now to fight a world war.
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Then we are told that the Russians have
the secret of the atomic bomb, but the
next day Churchill tells us that they have
not and that the only thing saving the
Western democracies is that Russia has
not got the secret of the atomic bomb, but
the democracies have. I was impressed
by an editorial which appeared in the
"Daily News" only a few days ago in con-
nection with this subject. If members
have not already read it I think it would
be worth their while to do so because it
gives an impartial approach to the inter-
national question. The member for Cot-
tesloe raised the old bogey of the com-
munist menace. I read very carefully in
Federal "Hlansard" the debates that took
place in connection with the Communist
Suppression Bill. According to the Com-
monwealth Gestapo-the secret police in
Australia-there are 14,000 known com-
munists in a population of 84 million.

The Premier: It is wrong to term them
the Gestapo, is it not, as we know the
meaning of the word?

Mr. STYANTS: we would have some-
thing worse than the Gestapo if the
Bill were passed in its original form.
it contained such repugnant proposals
that the Government decided to agree
to some 20 or 30 amendments moved
by itself, or by the Opposition. It pro-
vided that any authorised person could
enter a man's home, either in his presence
or in his absence, at any hour of the day
or night, without a warrant to search, and
could take possession of any goods or lit-
erature he found there.

Mr. Hutchinson: Only the places of
known communists.

Mr. STYANTS: No. it needed only a
peace officer to do that; and a peace offi-
cer, if the hon. member does not already
know, as included in the definitions in the
Bill, in the first place, included care-
takers-men who were put on as
watchmen-who were neither men-
tally nor by experience capable of doing a
job of this kind. They were to have the
right to go into a person's home, without
a warrant, and search the premises.
Whether a man is a known communist, or
is only suspected of being a communist, if
there is a case against him the peace offi-
cers should be compelled to do exactly the
same as the police do, and that is to go
to a magistrate or a J.P. and have a war-
rant sworn out to search the place. The
member for Cottesloe said he hoped this
legislation would be passed and that the
Communist Party would be declared illegal
so that it would no longer be a menace to
the State. Those are not his exact words,
but that is what he meant.

If there is any doubt as to why the
Communist Party is not being banned, the
hon. member, no doubt, could find out the
reason from Mr. Menzies, because the
Labour Party has no objection to that

portion of the Bill. If members follow
the progress of the Bill through the Rouse
of Representatives, and as far as it went
in the Senate, they will find that the por-
tions dealing with the suppression of the
Communist Party and with declaring it an
illegal organisation and confiscating its
funds were agreed to in their entirety by
the Labour Party, In view of that, why
have the communists not been banned?
Is it because the present Commonwealth
Government is waiting for the balance of
the purchase money of the green coupon
building to be paid over?

It is well known that one of the greatest
supporters of the Liberal Party in N.S.W.
sold the green coupon building to the
Communist Party, so that it could establish
its headquarters there. Although the Com-
munist Party has sold that building, it
may not have paid the full purchase price
yet and there may consequently be some
doubt as to whether the Bill should be
allowed to take its normal course. It is no
use saying that the Labour Party did not
agree 100 per cent, to the suppression of
the Communist Party.

Mr. Griffith; Mr. Chifley did not intro-
duce the Bill.

Mr. STYANTS: He is not Prime Min-
ister now, and Mr. Menzies has introduced
the Bill. The relevant provisions have
been passed by both Houses, but the
measure has not been implemented.

Mr. Griffith: It has not been passed.
Mr. STYANTS: When Mr. Menzies

could not secure the deletion of the pro-
posal to try persons before a judge and
jury he refused to go on with the other
provisions.

Mr. Yates: That is because he does
not want those provisions left in the Bill.

Mr. STYANTS: Of course he does not.
I will read the definition of "communist,"
given in that Bill. Under that definition
even the member for Moore or the Pre-
mier could be declared a communist.

The Premier: That would be pretty diffi-
cult.

Mr. STYANTS: Under the definition of
.'communist" the Bill says--

Means a person who supports or
advocates the objectives, policies,
teachings, principles or practices of
communism as expounded by Marx.

Marx expounded the Policy of com-
munism about 80 years ago and many of
the things he advocated are contained in
the policy and platform of the Liberal
Party. In that regard I would instance
free education, a central bank, the moving
of populations from big cities to rural
areas-decentralisation-and State-owned
transport. Under the Bill anyone could
be declared a communist because he
preached or believed in any of those teach-
ings of Marx. The Bill does not say that
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he has to be 100 per cent. in favour of
Marxist teachings. It does not mention
any percentage. If he was only 25 per
cent, in favour of those teachings it could
be said, under the Bill, that he professed
and believed in the doctrines preached by
Marx. The definition is so wide and em-
bracing as to take in almost everyone.

I believe that Mr. Menzies, as a man of
profound legal knowledge and teaching,
is so disgusted with some of the provi-
sions of the Bill, forced upon him by the
Leader of the Country Party, that he is
not particularly keen about going on with
it. It must be understood that members
of the Country Party-they were known
as "the landed gentry" some years ago-
have down through the centuries been the
ruthless oppressors of those who differed
from them politically, and their attitude
in that regard has not changed. I am
given to understand, on fairly reliable
authority, that Mr. Menzies is not keen
about this Bill but that Mr. Fadden said,
"You have either to bring down a com-
munist suppression Bill or there will be
no fusion of the parties."

The Premier: From where did you get
all this inside information?

Mr, STYANTS: In 1948 Mr. Menzies was
asked a question in connection with the
suppression of the Communist Party and
replied that if a person is known to be a
traitor he should be punished for his
treason, but that to place a ban upon a
person because he belonged to the Com-
munist Party, without having to pin on
him the fact of his having done an illegal
act, would be a travesty of civil liberty.
That was the statement of a just man, but
it is not the provision contained in the
Bill. While both parties agreed, in en-
tirety, to declare the Communist Party an
illegal organisation, and agreed that its
funds and property should be confiscated,
it is obvious that no greater powers than
those are needed. However, there are
other fish that it is desired to catch in
the net.

The Premier: I know that is not so.
Mr. Hutchinson: Is this an opologia

for the communists?
Mr. STYANTS: Does the hon. member

suggest I am a communist?
Mr. Hutchinson: Not in the slightest

degree.
Mr. STYANTS: That is as well, because

I have been accused in this House of
being a communist just as many times as
it is possible to stand.

The Premier: I have never heard that
accusation once.

Mr. STYANTS: Then the Premier never
heard the member for Middle Swan re-
peatedly accuse all on this side of the
House of being communists.

Mr. May: We made him apologise.

Mr. STYANTS: The member for Cottes-
boe talks about an apology for communism.
Where is an apology necessary when our
party decided to give the Government
authority to declare the Communist Party
an illegal organisation and confiscate its
property? But the Government was not
game to use that authority.

Mr. Hutch ison: There is more to it
than that.

Mr. STYANTS: I have read in full the
debate on the matter in the Federal House.

The Premier: Mr. Menzies will go to the
country on it if he does not get what the
Government wants.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We will believe that
when we see it.

Mr. STYANTS: It is absolute bluff.
There will be no double dissolution on this
question, particularly when Mr. Menzies
comes back to Australia and hears the
result of the Gallup poll concerning it.

The Premier: There was a Gallup poll
with regard to the Presidential election in
America.

Mr. STYANTS: Yes, and on many other
questions the Gallup poll has been right.
It has been right in nine cases out of ten.
When Mr. Menzies hears the opinion of the
intelligentsia in the universities through-
out Australia and learns that the Bill was
roundly condemned by professors at the
Universities of Sydney, Melbourne and
Western Australia, and realises that it was
condemned by the Attorney General in
Victoria, who said that in his opinion some
of the provisions of the Bill with regard
to the onus of proof would not stand the
test of the High Court of Australia. there
will be-make no mistake about it-no
double dissolution on this question. We
accept the challenge, and if Mr. Menzies
wishes to take to the people the two points
upon which the Communist Suppression
Bill broke down in the Senate, we will wel-
come it. The Bill broke down on the ques-
tions of onus of proof and trial by jury.
Why should any person be called upon to
submit to a reversal of the maxim of
British justice?

The Attorney General: You would not
approve of the Gold Stealing Act.

Mr. STYANTS: I certainly do not, and
had I been a member of this House when
it was passed it would never have received
my vote. The onus of proof should be on
the accuser at all times. Let us see what
is the maxim of British justice in regard
to the onus of proof. This is not an old
ruling. I refer to the Woolmington Appeal
case heard by the House of Lords, and re-
ported in 1935 Appeal Cases, where Vis-
count Sankey, the Lord Chancellor said-

Throughout the web of the English
Criminal Law one golden thread is
always to be seen, that it is the duty

235
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of the prosecution to prove the prison-
er's guilt subject to what I have al-
ready said as to the defence of in-
sanity and subject also to any statu-
tory exception . -

No matter what the charge or
where the trial, the principle that the
prosecution must prove the guilt of the
prisoner is part of the common law of
England and no attempt to whittle it
down can be entertained.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Hear, hear!I
Mr. Bovell: That is Englishman versus

Englishman and not foreigner versus
Englishman.

Mr. STYANTS: Then the report of the
Committee on Civil Liberties presented in
August, 1944, to the annual meeting of
the Canadian Bar Association contained
the following passage:-

Your Committee strongly recom-
mends that the practice of creating,
by legislation of any kind, a pre-
sumption of guilt against an accused
in criminal and penal matters should
be abandoned. In the development of
the British institutions, the presumed
innocence of the citizen has become
an integral part of the conscience of
the people. For a long time, It has
been a sacred rule of the common
law, also embodied In our criminal
code, that the prosecutor, even though
he be the king, has the burden of
proving the guilt of the person at bar.

Mr. Griffith: What about an unlawful
possession charge?

Mr. STYANTS: As far as America is
concerned, the rule is almost absolute and
is formulated as follows in "Corpus Juris
(16 CSJ. p.534, paragraphs 1006 and
1007) ":-

Accused is presumed to be innocent
of the crime charged against him.
The presumption of innocence exists
in every criminal case and extends to
every person and corporation accused
of any crime; and it applies to every
element of the crime charged.

It is a presumption both of fact and
of law, is founded on the first prin-
ciples of justice, and is intended, not
to protect the guilty, but to prevent,
so far as human agencies can, the
conviction of an innocent Person.

So there we have the interpretation of the
maxim of British justice in England,
Canada and the United States. Yet, the
members on the Government side of the
House would say that the Labour Party
is wrong in maintaining that the same
maxim of British justice should be pre-
served in Australia.

The Attorney General: The Bill as
amended does not Provide that. The
"Onus of Proof" clause was amended.

Mr. STYANTS: I know it was, but it has
been amended half-way. The whole
trouble was that the accused should go
into the witness box and swear on oath
that he-

The Attorney General; No, it was not.
Mr. STYANrS: The Attorney General

is not right.
The Attorney General: I have read it.
Mr. Marshall: The Attorney General

might have read it but the offTy differ.-
ence is that he does not understand it.

The Attorney General: You have not
read it correctly.

Mr. SPEAKER: There are too many in-
terjections. The hon. member must ad-
dress the Chair.

Mr. STYANTS: The point on which the
debate on the "Onus of Proof" clause was
finally decided was that the Prime Minis-
ter agreed that he would permit an al-
teration to the BiDl providing that the de-
clared person-they are not known as "the
accused"-goes into the witness box and
swears on oath that he is not a commun-
ist, or what they declare him to be; then
the onus should rest upon the Common-
wealth to prove it.

The Attorney General: He had to be
subject to cross-examination. That was
all.

Mr. STYANTS: Be subject to cross-
examination!I Why deviate from the policy
of the accepted maxim of British justice?
Why in this case should a man be made to
go into the witness box and swear on oath
that he is not a communist, or what they
declare him to be, before the prosecution
is prepared to substantiate its charges?

The Attorney General: You are quite
willing to say that you are not a com-
munist. Why should not any other hon-
est man do the same?

Mr. STYANTS: Why should the Attor-
ney General wantii to put Into reverse what
has been the maxim of British justice for
centuries?

The Attorney General: Because in cer-
tain instances it is absolutely necessary,
and you know it.

Mr. STYANTS: I do not know it at
all.

The Attorney General: Of course you do.
Mr. STYANTS: We will say that I am

declared as a person under the Act and-
Hon. A. H. Panton: You will be if YOU

are not careful.
Mr. STYANTS: -I am prepared to go

into the witness box and swear on oath
that I am not a communist or whatever
they declare me to be. I could not be
a communist because If the first portion
of the Bill, which dissolves the Communist
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Party. is carried-which the Common- Mr. Yates: If we brought in a Bill to
wealth Government has the power to do
now if it agrees to the Bill-there will be
no Communist Party in existence. But,
supposing I am prepared to go in and
say that I am not a communist. Mr. Men-
zies' objection to that was that the "Ges-
tapo" would have to expose Its hand to
show where the evidence had been ob-
tained in order to have the man declared.
What difference does It make whether I go
into the witness box and admit to being
a communist and then the "Gestapo" has
to show its hand and expose where it
obtained the evidence against me? Why
depart from the usual maxim of British
justice in this case? Why should not the
"Gestapo" be compelled to prove that I
am what they declare me to be? If I am
put into the dock and swear that I am
not a communist they have to do so; what
is the difference?

The Attorney General: In one case, when
subject to cross-examination, you would
not be game enough to commit perjury.

Mr. STYANTS: The whole trouble is
that it intends to create a host or an
army of pimps and informers. It would
mean that a man may be deprived of his
employment because he would have the
stigma of disloyalty and treason attached
to him. Instead of his going into the
dock and the accusers being called upon
to prove him guilty, he has to endeavour
to prove that he is innocent.

The Attorney General: You will agree
that these communists are extraordinarily
dangerous and Insidious at the present
time?

Mr. STYANTS: If that is so then why
has not the Prime Minister declared them
to be members of an illegal organisation
and confiscated their property as he has
power to do under the legislation agreed
to? Why did he not take it to the Gover-
nor General and have the Bill proclaimed?

The Attorney General: Because you
would not give him sufficient authority to
deal with it properly.

Mr. STYANTS: The onus of proof is
one of the matters that they could not
agree upon and also the question of trial
by jury. If members look at the Regnal
table they will see that in 1215. during the
reign of King John, Parliament compelled
the King to agree to trial by jury. That
has been in existence since the year 1215
and now members of the party supported
by the Attorney General propose to do
away with the system of trial by Jury.

The Premier: There is no trial by jury
in Russia.

Mr. STYANTS: I am not talking about
Russia. I am not taking that into account
at all.

Mr. Griffith: These people support
Russia.

deport them to Russia it would be all right.
Mr. STYANTS: The Commonwealth

Government had an excellent opportunity
to declare the Communist Party an illegal
organisation and confiscate its property,
goods and chattels but the Bill has not
been put into operation. There has been
too much quibbling by the Commonwealth
Government and the point in dispute be-
tween the Opposition and the Government
over there is the question of methods to
deal with individual communists and not.
to deal with the Communist Party. The
Prime Minister has full power to deal with
the Communist Party.

The Attorney General: It is to deal with
the individual that counts. It is the indi-
vidual that is dangerous.

Mr. STYANTS: The Attorney General
does not know anything about it.

The Attorney General: Of course I do.
Mr. STYANTS: The Commonwealth

Government had authority to put the Bill
into operation and deal with the Com-
munist Party and declare it an illegal
organisation and confiscate its property.

The Attorney General: I know that, but
what about the individual communists?

Mr. STYANTS: Why did not the Com-
monwealth Government put the Bill into
operation?

The Attorney General: Power is required
to deal with the individual communists.

Mr. STYANrS: The reason the Labour
Party would not agree to the Government's
proposal regarding the onus of proof is
that the Labour Party believes in con-
tinuing the maxim of British justice that
the onus of proof must be on the person
who is doing the accusing.

The Attorney General: British justice
does not put the Army and Navy on to
the industrialists! That is not British
justice!

Mr. STYANTS: The Labour Party is
prepared to declare the Communist Party
an illegal organisation, confiscate its pro-
perty and wipe It out of existence. The
Labour Party, however, objects to the set-
ting up of some secret Police organisa-
tion which is the exact Counterpart of the
M.V.I). in Russia today or of the Gestapo
in Germany during IHitler's regime. If
such an organisation was set up, any pimp
or informer could go along and say that a
certain person was a member of the Com-
munist Party or engaged in subversive
activities. If that happens the person
accused will be deprived of his livelihood
and the means to support himself, his wife
and children. What he is being asked to do
is a complete reversal of the maxim of
British justice, in that the person who
accuses should be called upon to prove the
guilt of the declared person, but the Gov-
ernment wants that person to prove his
innocence.
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The Attorney General: That is not the
position at all. All that is required is that
he shall submit himself to cross-examina-
tion and say. "I am not a communist."

Mr. STYANTS: When the Bill was first
introduced it provided for the declaration
of a person by the Governor in Council
which comprised 19 members of the
Cabinet whether of Liberal, Country or
Labour Party. What we desire is that
the person shall be tried by the estab-
lished principles of law and by the people
who are placed in charge of the adminis-
tration of justice in this country; not by
19 politicians. That is what the Labour
Party stood out for. They also fought
for the provision that when a person was
charged with subversive activities or
treason he would have his right of appeal
to 12 of his countrymen, but Mr. Menzies
said it would be madness to do that. If
Mr. Menzies wants a double dissolution on
this question we will accept the challenge
willingly. He claimed that he had a man-
date from the People on this matter, but
he did not.

The Attorney General: But he will.
The Premier: No doubt about that.
Mr. STYANTS: Mr. Menzies was re-

turned to power as a result of misrepre-
sentation on banking and by the backing
of the B.M.A. on the free medical scheme.
The E.M.A. would not co-operate under
the Labour administration but is now quite
willing to do so under Dr. Earle Page's
scheme. It was on these matters that the
Commonwealth Government was returned.
The banning of the Communist Party was
a minor feature of its platform, but if
Mr. Menzies desired a test of the opinion
of the people of Australia as to whether
they approved of the onus of proof being
placed on the accused, and whether such
person can be deprived of his livelihood
with a stigma of treason and of being
associated with subversive activities or
anything else, we will be quite pleased to
see that test made.

Mr. Griffith: Mr. Chifley might not be
too pleased about your committing him
on such a matter.

Mr. STYANTS: I do not think he would
be worried about that. The hon. member
is probably on the visiting list of Mr.
Menzies and has all the low-down about
his trip abroad. Mr. Chifley, as the hon.
member knows, has already expressed his
opinion on these matters.

Mr. Hoar: They will not change the
hon. member's mind. Do not take any
notice of what happened in Victoria.

Mr. STYANTS: I now wish to deal with
socialism. I believe that capitalism is
rapidly on its way out. Most people who
have given any thought to it realise that.
Take the position in England, for instance.
Twenty-five years ago, I suppose that
country could have boasted many million-
aires. The landed gentry who have been

in Possession of large estates for centuries
are now having difficulty in keeping those
Properties in order, and are forced to earn
their living by the sweat of their brow.
In Australia, there is not a great deal of
difference between various members of
society and capitalism does not enjoy the
untrammelled privileges as it does in other
countries. There is a more even distribu-
tion of wealth which the workers produce
in Australia than there is in most countries.

Mr. Bovell: The hon. member is mixing
up capitalism with free enterprise.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Is this Liberal
Party summer school propaganda?

The Premier: I see that the hon. mem-
ber is following a good example.

Mr. STYANTS: The people of Australia
were told by members of the present Com-
monwealth Government that the policy
of the Labour Party was to socialise every-
thing; hamburger shops, ice-cream shops,
mercery establishments and so on. That
is not the true policy of socialisation. Our
Policy relates to the socialisation of in-
dustries such as iron and steel, electricity
undertakings and other utilities associated
with the welfare of the nation, such as
posts and telegraphs, water supplies and
health services. Even the member for
Moore believes in certain aspects of social-
isation. He says that he hates socialism,
but he only hates certain portions of it
such as that relating to the division of
his belongings with someone else. Whilst
he can get his wheat and super. carted
at less than cost price, he is all for
socialism of this type, which cost the Rail-
way Department £500,000 last year.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He grabs it with
both hands.

Mr. STYANTS: The Premier believes in
Socialism. He believes in the North-west
Shipping Service which is providing trans-
port for stock, although it is losing
something like £350,000 a year. But
the Premier has no objection to that sort
of socialisation. As for electricity under-
takings. I think the Lord Mayor, the mem-
ber for West Perth, will bear me out when
I state that the Premier, as head of the
Government, said to the Perth City Coun-
cil, "Hand over this electricity and gas
undertaking or else when your lease is up.
you will obtain less compensation for it
and be charged a higher rate for current."

Mr. Hoar: That is what the Country
Party is doing in Victoria now.

Mr. STYANTS: In addition to that, the
Government took over the Collie power
station at a ridiculously low figure. A
court case resulted and I understand the
court awarded an amount of compensa-
tion double that which the Government
was prepared to pay, and this by a non-
socialis tic Government! Then we find that
only in the last week or so the Government
has taken over the gas undertaking in
Albany, and so the tentacles of socialism-
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the type of socialism that this party be-
lieves in-are gradually embracing many
private undertakings.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is always pinching
planks from our platform.

SThe Attorney General: The hon. mem-
ber would like to nationalise the banks.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. STYAIITS: Even the member for

Moore has no objection to the type of
socialism which will provide the wheat
farmers with a water scheme either from
Mundaring Weir or the Wellington dam
at Collie or carting super. at ridiculously
low freight charges.

The Premier: Why is the hon. member
concentrating on the member for Moore?

Mr. STYANTS: Because he has told us
so often that he hates socialism, and I
want to convince him that he is 50 per
cent. a socialist because he believes in that
type of socialism which will enable 1dm
to profit by it. However, when it comes to
other aspects of socialism which assist the
people generally, he does not believe in
them. But, of course, all members opposite
believe in the policy of using the people's
money for the purpose of placing men on
farms in the agricultural areas. There
are members sitting in this House who
would not be in their present prosperous
position had it not been for Government
assistance. They forget that they got
their start with the aid of socialistic
money provided by the Government of the
day. They were given their land, or had
to pay merely a nominal amount for it,
and again received socialistic money with
which to develop their holdings. But for
a set of fortuitous circumstances, they
would not now be on the crest of the
wave of prosperity.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is human nature.
Mr. STYANTS: At any rate, they seem

to have forgotten all about the beginning
of their prosperity.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Anyhow, it is a
logical argument.

Mr. Maiming: Socialism is like beer in
that you can have too much of it.

Mr. STYANTS: The hon. member wishes
to get the best of the socialistic glass and
leave the dregs for someone else.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He wants the froth
of socialism.

Mr. STYANTS: All this talk about
socialism Is so much humbug. We find
even the member for West Perth, who is
Lord Mayor of Perth, advocating, as he
did the other night, that the Government
should supply timber, cement and other
building materials. He believes in
socialism when It comes to a matter of
providing something that is difficult to
obtain. If there were a plenitude of
materials, we would hear him advocating
private enterprise.

Mr. Totterdell: Hear, hear!
Hon. A. H. Penton: He is an honest

socialist.
Mr. STYANqTS: When it is a question of

the storage of frozen meat for the purpose
of having a standby when there is again
a scarcity, we find even the master
butchers are advocating it as a responsi-
bility of the Government, so that meat
may be supplied to them in order that
they can make a profit when next there
Is a scarcity. All this shows that the talk
we have heard about socialism is merely
humbug.

Mr. Graham: It is handy for winning
elections.

Mr. STYANTS: Capitalism is on the way
out and socialism, even practised to the
extent it is by the present Government,
is on the way in. Not only is the Gov-
ernment establishing a socialistic policy,
but is extending It.

Mr. Bovell: When it is a matter of
establishing industries and in the interests
of the people-that is the point.

Mr. STYANTS: The member for Vasse
is coming a bit our way, for that is
exactly what we believe in. However, that
is not what he told the electors during the
last election campaign. He and his party,
sent out canvassers to tell the people. in
connection with the nationalisation of
banking, that it meant that if they had
£100 in the bank the Government could
tell them what to do with the money.

The Attorney General: And it did.
Mr. STYANTS: It did not.
The Premier: And do you think the

people really believed that?
Mr. STYANTS: Many of them did.
lHon. A. H. Panton: They did in Vic-

toria.
Mr. STYANTS: I repeat that there are

only certain forms of socialism with which
members opposite agree. In regard to in-
dustry, they believe in their hearts in
socialism exactly in accordance with the
modern trend for essential activities that
affect the welfare of the nation to be in
the hands of the Government as the re-
presentatives of the people instead of re-
maining in the hands of a few individuals,
thereby enabling them to make enormous
profits.

The Attorney General: But you believe
in the total socialisation of production.
distribution and other things.

The Premier: And exchange.
Hon. A. H. Panton. The Attorney Gen-

eral does not know; I will write out the
plank of our platform for him.

Mr. STYANTS: I trust that as the ses-
sion Progresses we shall have an oppor-
tunity to discuss more intimately many of
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the items that will appear in the Esti-
Mates. Quite a number of matters re-
quire attention, and I hope to be able to
make some comments respecting them at
a later stage. Reverting to the question
of meat supplies for the Goldfields. which
most acutely affects the people there. I
hope the Premier will do his best-I admit
he has done so to date-to see that those
people receive the greatest possible quan-
tity of meat so that they will not remain in
the invidious position they have experienced
in the past with regard to procuring sup-
plies of any kind. They should not have
to rely upon sending to other Parts of the
State to procure meat that they require.

On motion by Mr. Owen, debate
Journed.

House adjourned at 10.27 p.m.

'IXegwfatune ImwtL-
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

ROADlS.
As to Use of Commonwealth Aid Funds.
Hon. L. A. LOGAN asked the Minister

for Transport:
What percentage of Federal Aid Road

Grant money received by the State Gov-
erment was used by-

(a) Main Roads Department:
(b) local government authorities,

for the years 1948-49, 1949-50?
The MINISTER replied:
Approximate percentages of actual ex-

penditure-
By Main Roads Department organisa-

tion-9 4 8-4S, 85 per cent.; 1949-50. . 82
per cent.

By Local authorities--1948-49, 15 per
cent.; 1949-50, 18 per cent.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
As to Electors Enrolled and Voted.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) What was the total of enrolments in
all ten of the Legislative Council provinces
at the elections held this Year?

(2) What was the total of enrolments in
the provinces where contests were held?

(3) What was the total number of elec-
tors who voted at the Legislative Council
elections held this year?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Total enrolmnents in all ten Legis-

lative Council provinces at 1950 elections-
85,169.

(2) Total enrolments in contested pro-
vinces--General election (eight provinces),
61,129. By-election (Central Province).
6.952. Total, 68,081.

(3) Total number of electors voting-
General election (eight provinces). 29,895.
By-election (Central Province), 2,929.
Total. 32,624.

RAILWAYS.
As to Tonnage to and from Ballidu,

Pit hara and Dalwallinu.

Hon. A. R. JONES asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) What was the total tonnage, over the
last five Years. from all freights out of
the following sidings :-Balidu, Pithara,
Dalwallinu?

(2) What was the total tonnage, for the
same period, of all goods into the following
sidings :-Ballidu. Pithara, Dalwalllnu?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Ballidu. 24,030 tons: Pithara. 18,942

tons; Dalwalllnu, 30,087 tons.
(2) Ballidu, 27,417 tons; Pithara, 9,579

tons; Dalwalflnu, 15,102 tons.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. HEARN (Metropolitan) [4.38]:
First of all I desire to associate myself with
those members who have spoken in ex-
tending a very hearty welcome to the new
members. We have already paid a tribute
to the lamented passing of Hon. C. F.
Baxter and at this stage I wish to say
how much I am going to miss the two
members who went into honourable retire-
ment. I think we should congratulate the
members who have survived the election
and particular mention might be made of
two who were able to escape that severe
trial-the Honorary Minister, Hon. G. B.
Wood and Hon. H. K. Watson. Evi-
dently their electors must have been elated
with the work they have done seeing that
they were re-elected unopposed.

NO


